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EXECUTIVE SESSION
DEPOSITION OF VICTOR ESPINOSA

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 7, 1978

House of Representatives
President John F. Kennedy
Subcommittee of the Select
Committee on Assassinations
Washington, D. C.

The deposition of Victor Espinosa was taken at 3:30
p.m., in the office of the Select Committee on Assassinations
in Room 3370 of the office of the Committee, Second and D
Streets, S.W., Washington, D. C.

Present: Jonathan Blackmer and John Hornbeck, Counsel
to the'Select'Commitﬁee.

Also Present: Ms. Elizabeth Berning, Chief Clerk to the

Select Committee.
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2
1 Whereupon,
2 _ VICTOR ESPINOSA
.3 having been duly sworn by the Chief Clerk to the Select
‘ 4 Committee, was examined under the rules of the Select
5 Committee and testified as follows:
6 Mr. Blackmer. We are present in the Select Committee's
7 offices to depose you. My name is Jonathan Blackmer and I am

8 an attorney with the Select Committee on Assassinations.

9 By virtue of Rule 4 of House Resolution 222, I am

10 empowered to take statements under oath. Shortly, Mr. John
11 Hornbeck will join us, who 1is a senior staff counsel on this

12 committee, to further ask questions of the witness.

13 What is your full name, sir?
‘ 14 Mr. Espinosa. Victor Espinosa.
15 Mr. Blackmer. And you are here for the purpose of

16 giving a voluntary statement before this committée?

17 Mr. Espinosa. Yes. |

18 Mr. Blackmer. I have given you a copy of the Committee
19 Rules, House Resolution 222, 460 and 760. You are not now

20 under subpoena, are you?

21 Mr. Espinosa. No.
22 © Mr. Blackmer. You are here voluntarily?
23 Mr. Espinosa.. Yes.
‘ 24 Mr. Blackmer. You have the right to have counsel pre-

25 sent 1f you wish. There is no counsel here and I assume that
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1 1s of your own choice.

2 Mr. Espinosa. I don't see it is necessary, anyway.

3 Mr. Blackmer. The entire record of this deposition will
. 4 be transcribed. We will send you a copy for you to read,

5 verify and return to the Select Committee, after‘ which we will

6 send you your own personal copy. Should you wish to make any

7 changes inthe substance of the transcript, this must be done

g8 before a federal magistrate.

9 I know you are residing in London, and if it is necessary

10 to make any change.s, if you feel corrections are necessary, if

11 you would please call us, we will try to make arrangements over

12 there for that to be done.

13 I would like to begin the questioning with a little back-
‘» 14 gr‘ound.‘ You were born in Cuba; is that correct?

15 © Mr. Espinosa. That is right.

16 Mr. Blackmer. And you resided there until when?

17 Mr. Espinosa. Until 1959.

18 Mr. Blackmer. And at that time you came to the United

19 States?

20 Mr. Espinosa. Yes. ‘ _

21 Mr. Blackmer. Approximately in 1957 or 1958, were you a

22 student at the University of Havana?
23 Mr. Espinosa. Yes, I was.
' ' 24 Mr. Blackmer. And as a student at the Univer'sity of

25 Havana, were you engaged in any underground activities with
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elther anti-Batista or later anti-Castro?

Mr. Espinosa. Yes, both.

Mr. Blackmer. And could you tell us the nature of the
activities which were directed against the Batista regime?

Mr. Espinosa. Weli,-different kinds of clandestine
activities.

Mr. Blackmer. Would that be in the nature of raising
explosives or arms for paramilitary use?

Mr. Espinosa. Yes, mainly.

Mr. Blackmer. Were you involved in any individual sabo-
tage operations?

Mr. Espinosa. Yes.

Mr. Blackmer. What specific activities were those? Was
there anything that comes to mind?

Mr. Espinosa. . No, not really.

Mr. Blackmer. Was it aimed at the economy more than
individual members of the Batista regime?

Mr. Espinosa. Not so much the economy, but as an indi-
vidual member, |

Mr. Blackmer, bHigh level officials?

Mr. Espinosa. Yes.

Mr. Blackmer. Were you involved with Fidel Castro in
these anti-Batista activities?

Mr. Espindsa. No.

Mr. Blackmer. Who were you working with?

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC,
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Mr. Espinosa.

5

With students, the Revolutionary Council of

the University of Havana.

Mr. Blackmer.
Mr. Espinosa.
Mr. Blackmer.
Mr. Espinosa.
and a few others.
Mr. Blackmer.

Mr. Espinosa.

sympathizers of the

Mr. Blackmer.
can think of?

Mr. Espinosa.
any knowledge bf.

Mr. Blackmer.
in Cuba?

Mr; Espinosa.

Mr. Blackmer.

Mr. Espinosa;

Mr., Blackmer.
vities?

Mr. Espinosa.

Mr. Blackmer.
Cubela?

Rolando

Mr. Espinosa.

Who are the particular leaders?
There was Echeverria.

Do you have a first name?

Jose Antonio; and Cubela, Porton Chaumon
How were your activities financed?
Mainly by bonds that were being sold to

revolutionary party.

Were there any large contributors that you
I am sure there'were, but not that I had

Your family were landowners, were they not,

Yes.
And were they part of the upper class?
Yes.

Were they at all sponsoring your acti-

Not that I know of.

Could you tell us when you first met

It was a long time ago. We were children

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC,
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6

and he used to go to school in the same town in which I was

2 born in Cuba.
3 Mr. Blackmer. So you had known him many years before your
’ 4 activities started.
5 Mr. Espinosa. Yes.
6 Mr. Blackmer. At the University?
7. Mr. Espinosa. Yes.
8 Mr. Blackmer. Who were some of his associates in the
9 underground activities?
10 Mr. Espinosa. For example, one Cubelé and Machado.
1 Mr. Blackmer. Do you have the first names?
12 Mr. Espinosa. I cannot remember the first names because
13 we used to call him "Machaletto" and Joe Westbrook.
" 14 Mr. Blackmer. Is that an American?
15 Mr. Espinosa. No, ne was a Cuban.
18 Mr. Blackmer. Do you know what any of these individuals
17 are doing now?
18 Mr. Espinosa. They are dead.
19 Mr. Blackmer. Are any of these individuals now with the
20 Castro government? |
21 Mr. Espinosa. I think Chaumon is with the Castro govern-
22 ment, and I think Raminda -- and it has been so many years --
23 and Naranjo and the rest of the people I mentioned there
"’ . 24
25

HW 54756 DocId:32246514 Page
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are dead.

Mr. Blackmer. .When did your interest change from being
anti-Batista to pro-Castro?

Mr. Espinosa. I was never pro-Castro; being against
Batista does not mean you are pro-Castro.

I think very shortly after Castro took over I began to be
anti-Castro.

Mr.Blackmer. Did you ever meet Castro?

Mr. Espinosa. No.

Mr. Blackmer. Do you know of any people who were closely
associated with him?

Mr. Espinosa. Only one person.

Mr. Blackmer. And that was whom?

Mr. Espinosa. That was Jose Smith, and he landed in Cuba
when Castro landed and he was killed at that time. That is the
only person whom I knew was close to him.

Mr. Blackmer. When Castro landed in Cuba, was that in
19567

Mf. Espinosa. Yes, 1956,

Mr. Blackmer. So your activities began approximately in
1957.

Mr. Espinosa. HNo, I would say 1955.

Mr. Blackmer. During this period of time, did.you know
Pedro Diaz Lanz?

Mr. Espinosa. No, I did not.

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC,
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1 ‘ Mr. Blackmer. Have yo& subseguently known about Pedro

2 Diaz Lanz?

3 Mr. Espinosa. Yes.

4 ‘Mr. Blackmer. Did you have any personal knowledge_of

5 him? |

6 Mr. Espinosa. Wwhat do you mean by "personal knowledge?"
7 Mr; Blackmer. Did you ever have any contact with him?

8 Mr. Espincsa. Yes; I did.

9 Mr. Blackmer. And what period of time was that?

10 Mr. Espinosa. It was, I would say, in 1959 and 1960 in

11 Miami.

12 Mr.vBlackmer. Do you recall who he was with when'you Saw
13 himé

14 Mr, Espinosa.. No, I do not recall really, and I only met

15 him once or. twice.

1

16 Mr. Blackmer. Do you know an individual by the name of

17 Frank Sturgis?

18 Mr. Espinosa. Yes.

19 Mr. Blackmer, Where did you meet this individual?

20 Mr. Espinosa. In Miami.

21 Mr. Blackmer. In what time?

22 Mr. Espinosa. 1359 or 1960.

23 Mr. Blackmer. Was he with Diaz Lanz when you ﬁet'him?
24 Mr.'Espinosa. I ¢can't recall.

25 Mr. Blackmer. . Wnen you were living in Havana-in 1958 ‘and

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC,
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1 1959, did you remember frequenting the Hotel Nacional.
2 ¥r. Espinosa. Yes, I did.

3  Mr., Blackmer. Did you know zn individual there Dy the

4 name.of Michael McLaney?

5 Mr. Espinocsa. Yes.

6 Mr. Blackmer. Would you explain now you first met Mr.

7 Mclaney and the.nature of your relaﬁionship?

8 Mr. Espinosa. I met him first because tne manager of the
9 hotel, the social manager of the hotel was a friend of mine.
10 Mr. Blackmer. And his name was what?

i1 . Mr. Espinosa. It was Callejas, and he subsequently

12 introduced me to Bill Mclaney who ultimately introduced me to

13 Mike McLaney.

14 | Mr. Blackmer. And what was the nature of your

15 relationship?

16 Mr. Espinosa. It was just social in Cuba.

17 Mr, Blackmer. Did you go out with them to dinner?
18 Mr. Esbinosa. Yes, sometimes.

19 - Mr. Blackmer..’Were either of the McLaney brothers

20 involved in any clandestine activities against either Batista
21 or Castro to your knowledge .at that time?

22 Mr. Espinosa. Not that I know of.

23 Mr. Blackmer. You came to the United States, vou .

24 say, in December of 19592 _

25 Mr. Espinosa. Yes, I think so.

ALDOERSON REPCRTING COMPANY, INC,
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Mr. Blackmer. Were you sponsored by Mike McLaney?

Mr. Espinosa. Yes, I was.
Mr. Blackmer. And did he help you in getting over here
financially?

Mr. Espinosa. No.

Mr. Blackmer. Were you trained by the Central
Intelligence Agency in any'clandestine paramilitary training of
any kind?

Mr. Espinosa. Yes, I believe it was then.

Mr. Blackmer. Could you tell us your first contact with
the Central Intelligence Agency and your first role in the
Cuban exile movement prior to the Bay of Pigs in the United
States? |

Mr. Espinocsa. Wéll, I heard when I came to the States
they were forming some.kind of a brigade or something to invade
Cuba, and I told different friends of mine in Miami to let me
know when the thing was happening. I went to New York to work
and they contacted me at one point, and they were recruiting
people to take part in ﬁhis-activity, and I went back to Miami
and I enlisted myseif.

Mr. Blackmer. ‘Could you tell us who it was that contacted

you?

=
-3

Espinosa. I think it was Mario Jiminez.

Mr. Blackmer. He contacted you and came back to Miami,

and where did you go to enlist?

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC,
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Mr. Espinosa.

IR

I went to one of the enlisting houses, and

I think there was cone house wnere you- 320 over thers and

enlist.

Mr. Blackmer.

And do you recall any particulars adout

that house, who was running it and who was there?

Mr. Espinosa.
Mr. Blackmer.
Howard Hunt?

Mr. Espinosa.

Mr. Blackmer. 

Mr. Espinosa.

Mr. Blackmer.

No.

Do you know an individusl by the name of

Well, I nave heard abcut him.
Have you seen photographs of him?
Yes.

Was this individuazl involved in any of

this early contact you had with the Central Intelligence

Agency?

Mr. Espinosa.

Mr. Blackmer.
you then sent?

Mr. Espinosa.

Mr. Blackmer.
when?

Mr. Espinosa.

Mr. Blackmer.
beginning of 19607

- Mr. Espinosa.

I don't know.

After you enlisted in Miami, where were

I was sent to Guatemala.

And this would have been approximately

This would nave been approximately ---

Could it possibly have been in the

No, it was not the beginning of 1950. I

would say it was the toward the end of 1950, the third quarter

HW 54756 DocId:32246514 Page 12
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1 of 1960. It was June or Jdly, approximately.

2 Mr. Blackmer. Did you first go to Panama or first to

4 Mr. Espinosa. I went to Guatemala and then went to

5 Panama.
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Mr. Blackmer. What:type of activities were you trained
in? |

Mr. Esbinosa. JUSE general activities, general,
conventional military warfare ;nd guerrilla warfare and

training in explosives and munitions and clandestine

‘‘operatichs, et cetera. -

Mr. Blackmer. Do you recall any of the people who
trained you? 'Were they Americans?

Mr. Espinosa. Yes, there were some Americans zand some
Europeans too.

Mr. Blacxmer. Do you recall the names of tnese
individuals?

Mr. Espinosa. I cannot recall the namés. I know one
person, an American of Fhilippine origin, and he was known Lo
us as Colonel Vallejo.

Mr. Blackmer. During this training, did you XKnow zan’
individual by'the name of Carlos Hernandez?

Mr;'Espinosa. Yes, I did.

Mr. Blackmer. 'Was there an individual by the name of
John Koch Gene involved with vou? =

Mr. Espinosa. I do not recall that name.

Mr. Blackmer. How about Acelo Pedro Amores?

Mr. Espinosz. No.

Mr. Blackmer. How about Miguel Alvarez Uiminez?-

Mr. Espinosa. Yes.

ALDERSON REPOQRTING COMPANY, INC,
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ILE
Mr. Blackmer. Is this the same man who contacted vou or

a different Jiminez?:.:

Mr. Espinosa. This is & different Jininez.
Mr. Blackmer. Any relation to Mario?
Mr. Espinosa. No.

Mr. Blackmer. Was there anyone else that you later Had
acquaintances with that you trained with?

Mr. Espinosa. There were a dozen; thefe were many.

Mr. Blackmer. Did you ever go in any infiltration raids
into Cuba as part of this?

Mr. Espinosa. Yes.

Mr. Blackmer. Can you recall any of the specific details
of any of the particular raids?

Mr, Espinosa. Yes. One time we went to a raid about 20
Kilometers in Havana and we were supposed:to knock out this
Navy installation somewhere, and all of the raids wers a
different nature, like if we went into the ccuntry, and
getting information of the country and bdringing people out of
the counntry.

Mr. Blackmer. Do you recall any specific individuals
that you went on these raids with?

Mr. Espinosa. Yes, I recall a few.

Mr. Blackmer. Could you give us their names? '

Mr. Espinoéa, Miguel Alvarez; Calcie Nundez was another,

and Frank--and I can't remember Frank's last name.

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC,
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1 Mr. Blackmer. Was he American?

2 Mr. Espinosa. No, Cuban. It was Ugarte, and I can't

[
j

first name.

3 remember ni

4 Mr. Blackmer. Approximately when were these raids,

5 before or after the Bay of Pigs?

6 Mr. Espinosa. Tney were before and after the Bay cf
7 Pigs.
8 Mr. Blackmer. How many raids did you go on after the Bay

9 of Pigs?

10 Mr. Espinosa. After the Bay of Pigs, I think I went in
11 two or ;hree times.,

12 Mr. Blackmer.. And do. you repallfthe last raid that you

13 went on that was sponsored by the CIA, approximately what date

14 that was?
15 Mr. Espinosa. Possibly it was four or five months after
16 the invasion.

17 Mr, Blackmer. Sometime in the summer of 19617

18 Mr. Esplinosa. TYes.
19 Mr, Blackmer. Were you involved in the EBay of Pigs

20 invasion itself?

21 Mr. Espinosa. Not directly.

22 Mr. Bléckmer. Were you infiltrated intoc Cuba before tne
‘ 23 Bay of Pigs?
ik 24 Mr. Espinosa. I was being infiltrated at the same time

25 that the Bay of Pigs was taking place, and we were ordered to

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC,
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go back to Miami and then when we got back to Miami, we found
out that they had landed.

Mr. Blackmer. Did they then try to send you back?

Mr. Espinosa. There was a little hustle at that time;
everything was very much in the air and we were on stand-by,
but we were not sent back.

Mr. Blackmer. Do you recall whether or not any members of
Customs>or Immigration in the Miami area were made aware of any
of your particular raids so as not to stop you?

Mr. Espiposa. Would you-rephfase that again?

Mr. Bléckmer. The various raids that you went on, I
assume many of them were from the Miami area.

Mr. Espinosa. They were from the Keys; down toward Key
West.

Mr. Blackmer. Were you aware of any monitoring by Customs
or Immigration officials of the United States Government?

Mr. Espinosa. Would -- what do you mean by "monitoring"?

Mr. Blackmer. These agencies are charged with the respon-
sibility of enforcing the neutrality acts. They try to limit
any hostile acts emanating from this country.

Were you aware that they were told specifically about your
operations so that they did not stop you?

Mr. Espinosa. No.

Mr. Blackmer. Were you ever stopped?

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC,
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1 Mr. Espincsa. VYes, I was stopped.

2 Mr. Blackmer. ‘while you weres working for the cIa?

3 Mr. Espincesa. No, never,

4 Mr. Blackmer. When were vou stopped?

5 Mr. Espinosa. After I stopped activities with the CIA.
8 Mr. Blackmer. Approximately when was this? |

7 Mr. Espinosa. One time was in June of 1963.

8 Mr. Blackmer. That was in Miami?

g9 Mr. Espinosa. Yes, in Miami, and I had been served by

10 Customs agents two different times and I don't know the legal
11 name for it; notification. If I was caught in a boat or in a
12 plane or trying to go somwhere, related to any kind of .

13 anti-Castro.activity, I will get five years in jail or $5,000

14 fine or 10 years in jail.

15 ' Mr. Blackmer. You were in féct stopped once on June 15,
16 19637

- 17 Mr. Espinosa. Ye;.
18 Mr. Blacxmer. Were you subsequently fined or any charges

19 brought against you?
20 . Mr. Espinosa. No. I was taken to a prison and anyway I

- 21 was released the next day.

22 Mr. Blackmer. Let us, 1f we can, dezl with that incident

3 specifically. Our records indicate that on June 15 of 1963,

24 outside of Miami, you and four other individuals were stopped

25 by Customs and FBI agents with a twin-engine beach craft

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC,
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airplane that you were attempting to load with explosives and

—

: bombs for your intended mission, which was to bomb an oil

3 refinery in Havans.

4 Could you tell us whcse idea that operatibn amanated

5 from?

6 - Mr. Espinosa. From me.

7 Mr. Blackmer. It was your 1idea?

8 Mr. ESpinosa. Yeé.

9 Mr. Blackmer. Did you get any assistance from any other

10 individuel for the raid?
11 Mr. Espinosa. Yes, I got assistance from Carlecs
12 Hernandez, from Miguel Alvarez and that is the other kind of

13 assistance you are asking for?

14 Mr. Blackmer. Financial or other?
15 " Mr. Espinosa. Financizl assistance from Mclaney.
16 Mr. Blackmer. How much money did.MclLaney give you for

17 this project?
18 Mr. Espinosa. I cannot recall. He gave us whatever we

19 needed to buy the explosives and so on.

20 Mr. Blackmer. Who got the zairplanes?

21 Mr. Espinosa. It was Sam Benton.

22 Mr. Blackmer. And how did you know Sam Benton?

23 Mr. ESpinosa. I met him at MclLaney's house severzal
24 times.

25 Mr. Blackmer. How was hs introduced?

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC,
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Mr., Espinosa. You mean in wnat ---

Mr. Blackmer, 'What ycu understood to be his particular

‘role.

Mr. Espinosa. He was like a friend of mine and a friend

P

of Mike's and I guess Mike wanted him to front for nim or bde

the one who zot the -airplane.

Mr. Blackmer. Did he have any specific knowledge of

planes or munitions or anything of that nature to where ne

would be a person that you would go to get these things?

Mr. Espinosa. I wouldn't know that but I don't think so,
and I wouldn't think so.

Mr. Blackmer. So, you think it was really Mike who
secured the planes and used. Sam as the front man.

Mr. Espinosa. No, I ﬁhink Mike told him to get us what
we wanted more or less and he got 1it.

Mr, Blackmer. Was it your understanding that Eenton wszs

connected with the government in any way, the U.S. government?

Mr at no time did I believe hes was

. Espinosa. No,

connected with the U.S. Government.

Mr., Blackmer. And had Mike at any time to your xnowledge
been connected with the U.S. Covernment?

Mr. Espinosa. _Noc that I know of.

Mr. Blackmer. Where did you get the explosives tnat you
ware going to use”?

Mr. Espinosa.. I‘think we got them in Fort Lauderdale.

ALDERSON REPORTING.COMPANY, INC,
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Mr., Blackmer. Did you personally get tnem or someons
else zgot them?

Mr. Espinosa. I taink Miguel Alvarez gat thenm.

Mr. Blackmer. Can you tell us a little bit about what
the plan was for this bombingz raid?

Mr. Espinosa. Well, the plan was to try to get the
refinery out of service or out of production so instead of
bringing crude oil into the country and be refined in Cube,
they would have to bring in the gasoline. So, that would have
made a very easy target for us in order to blbw up the tankers
or whatever vessels were used to bring in the gascline.

~Mr. Blackmer. Were you aware that any of these vessels
that were carryigg 0il to Cuba may have been flying a Russian
flag?

Mr. Espinosa. Ho, this was a hypothetical thing at the
i\

Mr. Blackmer. It was not your intention at-thatvtime to
provoke an incident between the U.S. and Russia?

Mr. Espinosa. No, that would have stopped us from
blowing up the Russian ship.:

Mr. Blackmer. So, you -had some knowledge, I understand,
of the particular oil refinery that you were going after?

Mr. Espinosa. ‘Yes.

Mr, Blackmer. How did you acquire that knowledge?

Mr. Espinosa. Well, through a family busineses.

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC,
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Mr. Blackmer. And what specifically was that business?
Mr. Espincsa. "It was--there were iandustrial inspectors

who used to inspect sugar refinsasries, zlcohol and places where

‘alcohol was being made and gasoline refineries, or cil

refineries, et cetera.

Mr. Blackmer. And you had personally zone over this
particular refinery?

Mr. Espinosa. Yes, as a younger man I used to go there
with inspectors sometimes to maks some pocket money or
something. |

Mr. Blackmer. A part-time job?

Mr. Espinosa. A part time job, yes.

Mr. Blackmer. Did you talk MCLaney.into financing this
operation?

Mr. Espinosa. Yes.

Mr. Blackmer. And did you know what nhis particular
interest was in seeing this operation successfully completed?

Mr. Espinosa. Well, I meean, first we have to say that if
the operation was successful, perhaps we‘had a chadce to
eéonomically.cripple the country and consequently bring about
a change 1in the politics. Of course, a change in the
political situation at the time would héve‘been a favorabtle.
change for Mr. McLaney's sconomics or business out there.

Mr. Blackmer. So, Mclaney waé pérsonally interested in

regaining scme of his possessions in Cuba.

ALDERSON-REPCRTING COMPANY, INC,
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Mr. Espinosa. Yes, exactly like thsat.
M

Mr. Blackmer. Do you know if he was involved in any of

the internal politics in Cuba in the sense-~do you know if he

was sponsoring any particular exile leaders who could possibly

in the foreseeable future go back to Cuba and take over once
Castro was eliminated?

Mr. Espinosa. I don't kxnow that. I don't think so.

Mr. Blackmer. So, is it your opinion that Mr. Mclaney
was doing what little he could and hoping that others would do
a little and add to the possible fall of the Castro regime?

Mr. Espinosa. Exactly.

Mr., Blackmer. In July of 1963 outside of New Orleans,

Louisianna, a large catch of dynamite and home-made bombs were

found in the home of Bill MclLaney. Could you tell us what you
Know abdut that catch of arms that was discoverad?

Mr. Espinosa. It was taken thare by me and it was to be
used in other raids.

Mr. Blackmer. A similar raid?

Mr. Espinosa. As the one that was in Cuba.

Mr. Blacxmer. I understand that scme of the people that
participated with you in the June 15 attempt also participatad
with you in the July attempt.

Mr. Espinosa. Yes.

Mr. Blackmer. First of all, it is my understandiﬁg that

you planned on using a B-25 or B-26 bomber.

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC,
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Mr., Espincsa.
Mr. Elackmer.
Mr. Espinosa.
Mr. Blackmer.
Mr. Espinosa.
there.
Mr. Blackmer.
Mr. £spinosa,

plane and take off.
Mr. Blackmer.
actual flight?

Mr. Espinosa.

It was going to be’ a pilot,

Yes.
Was 1t .the B=-25 cr B=267
I cannot remember, one or Lhe other.

Who was it that was to get the plane?

The plane was to be delivered to us over

At Pontchartrain?

Yes, and we were to go over there on the

Specifically, who was going to zo on the

wnose name I

can't remember right now.

Mr. Blackmer.

Mr. Espincsa.
Blackmer .
Espinosa.

plane. It

and Miguel and myself or either Migual or Carlos

Mr. Blackmer,

you the plane?

Mr, Espinosa.
Mr. Blackmer.
Mr. Espinosa.

thing was department

Page 24

ST AL ey memem o ay

There were only three

was going to be Antonio,

Was 1t Antonio Soto Vasquez?

I am not sure; it could be.

Who else was to go on the plane?

—

people to go on the

if it was--I am not sure,

Hernandez.

“as Sam Benton, once again, going to zet
No .

Who was going to get you the plane?

I have no idea. We were trizd; whole

alized.
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Mr. Blackmer. Whose responsibility was it, to your
kKnowledge -- was it to get the plane?

Mr. Espinosa. Financial responsibility, you mean?

~Mr. Blackmer. Financial responsibility.

Mr. Espinosa. It was Mike McLaney.

Mr. Blackmer. And to the best of your knowledge, Mike was
going to make sure that the plane was at a specified location?

Mr. Espinosa. That is right.

Mr. Blackmer. And as to the pilot, did you take the
pilot with you or was the pilot supposed to be there with the
plane?

Mr. Espinosa. No. I went there first to that place; and
then the guy who was going to go with the plane, Carlos
Hernandez, came from Miami; and the pilot was supposed to meet
us there once the plane was there or we knew the plane was
coming, and he was going to fly from Miami to New Orleans.

Mr. Blackmer. The pilot didn't come with Carlos
Hernandez?

Mr. Espinosa. No.

Mr. Blackmer; ‘Do yoﬁ know an individual named Lauchli
from Colesville, Illinois?

Mr. Espinosa.  Yes.

Mr. Blackmer. dow did you come to know Lauchli?

Mr. Espinosa. Someone gave me his phone number, and I

can't recall who did it by now, and I called him and I

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC,
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! inquired if I could go and see him and get some explosives and
2 get some special detonators made for the bombs we were going

3 to drop in the raid.

4 Mr. Blackmer. This individual that told you about him,

5 what did the individual tell you about Luchli?

8 Mr. Espinosa. It was just the John Birch Scociety who had
7 helped some of the Cubans and different officials before.

8 Mr. Blackmer. You Eelephoned this individusl and met

9 him, I assume, where?

10 Mr. Espinosa. At his place, at his house,

11 Mr. blackmer. That was where?

12 Mr. Espinosa. In Colesville, illinois,

13 ‘Mr. Blackmer. Did you then go with him to pick up

14 explosives?

15 Mr. Espinosa.  First, we picked up the explosives bué we
16 left them at the place where he had them and then we went on
17 for three or fcur days mazking the detonators wnich were made
18 from the heads of 61 millimeter mortar snells or 60 millimeter

19 mortar shells.

20 Mr. Blackmer. I assume Mr. Lauchli supplied all of the
21 individual parts and you and Luchli together made the bombs?

2 Mr. Espinosa. We pul them together and he had a very

23 nice working room.

24 Mr., Blackmer. This was in Colesville, Illinois?

25 Mr. Espinosa. Yes.

' . ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC,
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1 Mr. Blackmer. And theh did you subseguently take the
2 bodbs and munitions with you to New;Orleaﬁs?

3 Mr. Espinossa. Yes. B

4 Mr.-Blackmer. Wheﬁ you wégg to New Orleans, where did
5 you stay? |

5 Mr. Espinosa. I stayed’at MclLaney's house.

7 Mr. Blackmer. The_same cottage at Lake Pontchartrain?
8 Mr. Espinosa. Yes but let me say something first. I
g stayed the first night in a mOtél, and the next day I drove

10 because I wasn't sure I could find a place at night and then-

11 the next day I drove over there,

12 Mr.»Blackmer; Did you at any time contact Bill McLaney?

f3 Mr. Espinosa. I can't recall if I did or not, I probably
14 did.

15 Mr. Blackmer. Do you recall if someone else may . .

16 have given you a key or was the . door left open? In other

17 words, what I am trying to establish is: Did Bill know about
18 the whole operation?

19 Mr. Espinosa. I can't say for certain.

20 Mr. Blackmer. And you do not recall wnetier or not he
21 physically came to the cottage where you were?

2 _ Mr. Espinosa. No.

23 Mr. 2lackmer. Did you know 2nyone else in New COrlesans at

24 the time that you mignt have been 1in contact with?

25 Mr. Espincsa. No.

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC,
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Mr. Blackmer.

2 Guy Bannister?

3

® ;

Mr. Espinosa.

Mr. Blackmer.

5 in New Orleans?

6

7

Mr. Espinosa.

Mr. Blackmer.

g8 David Ferrie?

9
10
1
12
13

‘ 14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
2
23

". 24

25

Mr. Espinosa.

27

Did you know an individual by the name of

Not that I know of.

A former FBI agent and active, at the time,

No.

Do you know, or have you ever heard of

No.

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC,
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Mr. 3lackmer. Are you famiiiarvwith an individuzl by‘the
name of Carlcs Harcello?

Mr., Espinosa. VMNo.

Mr. Blackmer. Nick Popich?. ..

Mr. Espinosa. Wo.

Mr. Blackmer. Peter Burisco?

Mr, Espinosa? No.

Mr. Blackmer. After you arrived at Lake Podtchartrain, a
day or so later, I assume Carlos Hernandez came and met you
and I assume you went over the plan of the 6peration.

Mr. Espinosa. Yes,. '

Mr. Blackmer. Could you tell us at what point you
decided against going on the operation?

Mr. Espinosa. Well, somehow the father of Fred Gill, who
was going to arm the plane, died and subsequently we nad to
restructure and the guy had to go to Miaml and shortly after
the burial or something we found out ne had been picked up by
the FBI, so we had to call the operation off.

Mr. Blackmer. And 2at any time did you see the planes?

Mr. Espinosa. No.

Mr. Blackmer. After the operation was cancelled, where
did you go?

Mr. Espinosa. I came to New York.

Mr. Blackmer. Did you contact McLaney?

Mr. Espinosa. Yes, I did.

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC,
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Mr.

Blackmer.

29
And did you-explain to him that the

operation had been cancelled?

Mr . Espinosé. ~Yes, for the time being. .

Mr.

Blackmer. What was his reaction?"

Mr. Espinosa. I explained it to him and I thought he was
reasonable.

Mr. Blackmer. After the June 15th raid was stopped by the
FBI, did you contact Mike McLaney?

Mr. Espinosa. Of course.

Mr. Blackmer. What was his reaction to that?

Mr. Espinosa. He was always a‘good gambler and he took

things very philosophically.

Mr.

Blackmer.

Was he upset that the Federal Bureau of

Investigation had, in essence, infiltrated the operation?

Mr.

Mr.

Espinosa.

Blackmer.

No.

Was he aware that someone in the operation

had leaked the information to the FBI?

24

DocId:32246514

Mr. Espinosa. Yes, we told him.

Mr Blackmer; IWhat was his reaction to that?

Mr. Espinosa. vWe told him we wanted to kill the guy, but
he séid, "No, you shouldn't do that."

Mr. Blackmer. After your trip to New York and your

contact with Mike McLaney, did you ever again propose a similar
operation?v

Mr. Espinosa. No.

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC,
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Mr.
_Mr.

Mr.

yers doing the same

Mr.

Blackmer,
"Espinosa.
Blackmer,

Espinosa.

Blackmer,

30
Why was that?

Well, you get tired of failure.

Weli, it was only twice at this time.
It is only twice, but up to five or six
thing.

In 1962, there was a raid on a hotel in

Havana, a shelling of a hotel in Havana by members of the

DRE.
Mr.

Mr.

Espinosa.

Blackmer.

It was 1966.

A\

No, 1962, by members of the DRE, which was

an anti-Castro exile organization at the time.

Mr?

Espinosa.
Mr. Blackmer.
Mr. Espinosa.
Mr. Blackmer.
that raid?
Mr. Espinosa.
sure.,
Mr. Blackmer.
Mr. Espinosa.
Mr. Blackmer.

Udalia Mayar.

Did you ever

Mr.

Mr.

Espinosa.

Blackmer.

Yes.

Were you familiar with that raid?

No.

Did you know that Carlos Hernandez was on
I have heard that he was, but I wasn't
Did you know Manuel Salvat?

I can't recall.

Also on that raid was an individual named

hear of that individual?

I think so, yes.

And do'you recall what you have heard

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC,
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1 about that individual?

2 Mr. Espino . Ho.

~
=
=]

w

3 Mr. EBlackmer. Were you aware at any time of any

4 organized crime efforts to sponsor similar raids similar to
5 the one thzt you were on?

) Mr. Espinosa. Ho.‘

7 Mr. Blackmer. When you were living in Havana and

8 frequently in the Hotel Nacional, did you ever know an

9 individual named Norman Rothman?

10 Mr., Espinosa. Yes.

1M Mr. Blackmer. What was the nature of your relationship
12 with him?

13 Mr. Espinosa. I just saw him & couple of times; that is

"’ 14 all.
15 - Mr. Blackmer. Did you not in fact know his son?_ii""“”
16"iJMWWj
17 Mr. Espinosa. VYes.
18 Mr. Blackmer. And did you know his son in Hé;éﬁéfbfh«
19 Miami?
20 - Mr. Espinosa. I met him in Miami.
21 Mr. Blackmer. Was there a particular hotel c¢or bar that

22 you used to meet?

Mr. Espinosa. Yes, there was a bar in a notel in Miami
3 y

24 Beach. . He used to have this bar, and I think we called nim.

25 "Cappy,"™ ais nick-name, and we used to go quite often to his

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC,

HW 54756 Docld:32246514 Page 3d.. s7ezT W, REPORTERS BUILDING. WASHINGTON, 0.C. 20024 (202) 334-23¢5 1



HW 54756

12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20

21

23

24

25

DocId:32246514

L)
n

bar.

Hr; BElackmer. And was the =2lder Rothman there on
occasion?

Mr. Esplnosa. faybe a couple of times, yes.

Mr. Blackmer. But you had no specific association with

.the elder Rothman?

Mr. Espinosa. No.

Mr. Blacxmer. And at no time did Norman Rothman hnave
need of your services as far as implementing any clandestine
activities?

Mr. Espinosa. No.

Mr. Blackmer. So, it was just Mike MclLaney.

Mr. Espinosa., Yes.

Mr. Blackmer. Did you know an individual named Frank

Mr. Espinosa. I dqn't thalnk so.
Mr. Blackmer. In Havana once &galn, did you have any
contact with the American Embassy witn respect to your.
underground activities? |

Mr. Espinosa. MNo.

Mr. Blackmer. Did you know any individuals in your gzgrcup
wno had connections with the American Embassy?
Mr., Espinosa. HNo.
Mr., Blackmer. Did you know whether or not your friend,

Rolando Cubela, had any contact with the American zZmbassy?

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC,
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Mr., Espinosa. No.

Mr. Blackmer. Cid you nhave any contact with the Central

Intellizence Agzency in Havanga?

Mr. Espinosa. Not many, but from a zood friend éf mine,
yes.

Mr. Blackmer. Who was that?

Mr. Espinosa. Carlos Tepedino. I don'£ know for sure he
was an .agent,

Mr. Blackmer. Tepedino was a friend of Cubela, and hé
had contact with the CIA?

Mr. Espinosa. I cannot tell you for sure if he had
contact with the CIA but this is what we all believed at the
time.

Mr. Blackmer. Is there any individual that you may have
suspected that ne hadAcontact with?

Mr. Espinosa. No.

Mr, Blackmer. Have you neard of an individual named
David Phillips?

Mr. Espinosa. No.

Mr. Blackmer. Did you ever see'Frank Sturgis at any of
the gambling casinos in Havana? ’

Mr. Espinosa. No.

Mr. Blackmer. Were you aware of any of frank Sturgis'
activities with Fidel Castro prior to Castro's take-over?

Mr. Espinosa. No.

ALDERSON REPCRTING COMPANY, INC, -
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1 Mr, Blackmer. Do you know an iadividual named Gerzld
2 Patrick Hemming?

3 Mr. Espinosa. I think I met him once or twice in Miami.

Mr. Bléckméf. And did you have any déalings with

5 Hemming?

8 Mr. Espinosa.  Notning at all.
7 Mr. Blackmer. What did you know about Hemming?
8 Mr. Espinosa. Nothing. What we thought we knew about

9 him is that he was always mixing with the Cubans that were
10 trying to do something but the word was he was working for the
11 FBI or CIA or somebody, and no one ever took him very

12 seriously about anything or confided in him for anything.

13 Mr. Blackmsr.'-wﬁere were you on November 22, 19632
. 14 Mr. Espinosa. That was the assassination?
15. Mr. Blackmer. VYes.
16 Mr. Espinosa.  In New York.
17 Mr. Elackmer. Wwhen you learned of the assassination--and

18 I assume you saw newspaper articles and television coverage of
19 the assassination--did you recognize Lee Harvey Oswald. as

20 having seen him before?

21 Mr. Espinosa. No.

22 Mr. Blackmer. dad you heard anything &after the

23 assassination from any of your friends in tne Cuban exile

24 community that may have implicated any one of the old Cubdan

25 exiles in the assassination?

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC,
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~Mr. Espinosa. ‘Mo, never,
Mr. Blackmer. After the Bay of Pigs, what was the

reaction to him of the Cuban exiles that you knew? I am surs

‘they were very disappointed and were many of them viclently

angry against Kennedy himself or the U.S. Government?

Mr. Espinosa. Not really against him, against the CIA
mainly or against the government and not against Kennedy.

Mr. Blackmer. What was_their general feeling as the
cause of the failure of the Bay of Pigs?
| Mr. Espinosa. The CIA.

Mr. Blackmer. How do you mean?

Mr. Espinosa. Well, should I go into this a little?

Mr. Blackmer. Yes, I think SO.

Mr. Espinosa.. When the gquestion was risen by the pilots'
ih Guatemala, if you are going to go to the Bay, go in .with a
B-25 or B-26. B-26, let us say, is a tactical bomber plane
and now this kind of plane, if I remember, it has eignt
50-caliber machine guns in the nose and two in the tail and so
on.

And in order for this plane to fly from Guatemala to Cuba

W
(@]

and be able to have a feeder for minutes operation in the

area and bomb or machine gun for 30 minutes and come bdack to

Lad

Guatemala, all of this ammunition zad 211 of the machine guns
have to be taken from the plane and put additionzl gasoline

tanks in.

ALDERSON REPORTING CCMPANY, INC,

Tale OTDEST S A/ DEDADTEDC DI AN AAAILINATAN NS NN24A (909 2R4.0R



10
11
12

13

.15
16
17
18
19
20

21

23

25

36

So, the question was aroused -- and how do you say in

English -~ 1t was raised of what happens when we get there

- without any fighter protection and the planes are going to

be in the air and they are going to be knocked down?

S0, the answer to that was that there were going to be
two or three bombing raids and one in San Antonio Bay in
Havana and another one in another place and another one in
Valdo Beach at the airport, and just destroy it and make it a
pretentious strike and destroy Castro's air férce on the
groUnd.

S0, everybody was very content with this explanation, and
the strike took over and Roa, who was a Cuban ambassador to
the.United Nations, made a big fuss at the time. So, there
was a big fuss in the United Nations and they came up with the
pictures of the planes, and then it was found that this story
that the air force had been bombed by Cuban pilots belonging to
Fidel Castro's army who had defected, it was a lie because
the models of the Cuban planes were a different model;
like you have a DC-9B or DC-9C, dr is that right?

So, when Stevenson, who was ambassador to the United
Nations -- when he went to Kennedy and the third strike was
calied off, which left Castro with about two or three planes
were left as’'a consequence of the Stevenson convincing

the president at a time to call off
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the third raid; so consequently we lost all of the planes.

Mr. Blackmer. Is that one of the specifié reasons why the
invasion failed? | |

Mr.Espinosa. Yes, I would think so.

Mr. Blackmer. Because Castro's air force was able to
annihilate the bombers and also the supply ships?

Mr. Espinosa; As long as we had a boat we could really
take and maintain a piece of land over there until the forces
of the Organization of American States would come in, and as I
Understood by friends of mine who were there, all of the ships{
the batgle ships were right there and the carrier and the
whole thing.

So, I guess the whole thing was that somehow people

thought it was as usual, the usual CIA screwed-up thing, and

they thought it was Stevenson who really-precipitated the
whole thing. But nobody -- maybe because they were sympa-
thetic, but nobody bothered about blaming Kennedy for it.

Mr. Blackmer. So, it was your feeling at the time that
the CIA was noted for inefficient operations. 1In your
training, did you feel like you were given adequate and
sufficient training?

Mr. Espinosa. As I said.to you the other day, I did, and
iOO‘guys did, but not the whole force that invaded Cuba. And
then this might not have been a CIA decision and might have

been a decision saying you have to get the guys over there and
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1 1t 1s now or never.

2 So, what I am saying is, as I said to you the other day,
3 it is the fault of the Cubans. If we had gotten in there in

. 4 the beginning and so on and so on.
5 Mr. Blackmer. Did many Cubans understand this to be the
6 Situation; that the failure should fall on their shoulders?
7 Mr. Espinosa. They were all heroes, even if they never
8 Saw a gun in their lives. They are all heroes, and so you have
g to blame things on other people and not on yourselves, and the
10 main reason why we failed should fall upon our shoulders to
11 begin with.
12 Mr. Blackmer. It is your testimony then that you par-
13 ticipated in an infiltration before the Bay of Pigs, and

0 14 after the Bay of Pigs you were on three or four more infil-
15 trations into Cuba?
16 Mr. Espinosa.» Yes.
17 Mr. Blackmer. And as I recall, what we are trying
18 to do today is get on the record all of the things we had
19 discussed in our interview with you. '
20 Mr. Espinosa. Let me tell you something. There was a
21 file somewhere with the days and the people that went into
22 this infiltration, and you didn't do that because I have
23 seen 1t many, many years ago.

o ”

25
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2 " Mr. Espinosaea. I saw it and I was going with somebody who
3 was a g{y;l servant and he showed it to me as a-favbr out I
4 kdgg-theré'is a file.
5 Mr. Blackmer. And this file you saw, where was it, in
g Miami?
7 Mr. Espinosa. No, I didn't see it in Miami.
8 Mr. Blackmer. Would you like to tell us where you saw
g 1t?
10 Mr. Espinosa. No.
1 Mr. Blackmer. And to yodr knowledge it details each one
12 of the operations that you personally were involved in?
13 Mr. Espinosa. Yes, and the persons involved and friends

‘ 14 of mine and people involved in the other operations with me
15 from the CIA and the whole thing.
16 Mr., Blackmer. Is it your feeling that, as you expressed
17 the other day; that these subsequent operations were merely
18 done by the CIA just to keep control or taps on some of the
19.Cu§§ﬁs?
20 Mr. Espinosa. Either that or to get us killed, one thing
21 or the other,
22 Mr. Blackmer. And you felt that the operations them-
23 Selves were meaningless?
24 Mr. Espinosa. .Not'only that; you two have bean in the
25 army, 1s that right? 4And you Know, you can understand tﬁat{

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC,
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14

Anyway, 1f you have a box of 30 czliber machinz gun

ammunition, you know 2xactly, you know when you ¢

2n the

e

ammunition box you. are going to find the required azmmunition
and when you start going on the operation and you open up a 30
caliber munitions box and you start finding 45 caliver
ammunition, you start wondering because these things come like
that.

After a few years they take them &sway because it is like

ver them to you frocm

[

& prescription in a pharmacy and they del

an army camp or from an army depot or something, and what it

‘says outside, believe me, you will find inside.

If you do not find inside what 1s outside, if you do not
find it, you wonder who changed it and why was it changed?

Mr. Blackmer. How large were the groups that you

infiltrated witn?

Mr. Espinosa. Small groups, three or four.

Mr. Blackmer. And were you.parachuted in or were you
brought in by sea?

Mr. Espinosa. We were always taken in by sea. The name
of that Frank I mentioned before it Franx Bernardino.

Mr. Blackmer. This was ah individual you xnew?

Mr. Espinosa. He was a good friend of Artime..

Mr. B8lackmer. And Cubela?

ALCERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC,
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1 Mr. Blackmer. In February of 1963 there was a story

2 circulated that certain Russian technicians.wéré hiding
3 in the hills invCuba and that they wanted to defect._ As
4ra result. of this a.man by the name of Eddie Bayo or Eduardo
5 Perez, with 10 other men, were infiltrated into Cuba. They
6 were never seen again.
7 Had you heard during the time this story about the
8 Russian technicians?
9 Mr. Espinosa. It is the first time that I heard of it
10 at the time, yes.
1 Mr. Blackmer.. That the Russians were in Cuba; but had
12 you heard any of them were hiding and réady to defect?
13 Mr. Espinosa. No.
.' 14 Mr. Blackmer. What had you heard about the Russian
15 technicians at the time?
16 Mr. Espinosa. Well, what I heard at the time was that
1} long before that time, long before 1963, there was Alphonzo
18 Carol and there was Siva -- the last name, and I cannot
19 remember the first name -- and they were in a CIA mission in
20 Cuba and they reported to the CIA, or at ieast they said they

21 Wwere technicians or they were putting things together and they

25
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1 didn't xnow exactly wnhnat it was, so they were not briefed for

2 tuab gparticular missicn and so0 I navse neard.

3 ‘ir. Rlackmer. Was this before 104527

4 “r. Espinosa. _Eefore 1852, yeas.

5 Mr. Blackmer. Was it before the Eay of Pigs?

6 Mr. Espinosa. Refore the Bay of Pigs.

7 Mr. Blackmer. But you had not heard of that other story.
8 Mr. Espincsa. The firét time I heard about this story

g about the Russians in the hills 1is now.
10 ¥r. Blackmer., .And you were aware of Generzl Bayo Coscaya,

11 the general who trained Castro?

12 Mr. Espinosa. Yes, I have heard about the old man, yes.
13 - Mr. Blackmer. UDid you personally know him?

14 Mr. Espinosa. No.

15 Mr. Blackmer. Did youvéver see him?

16 Mr. Espinosa. No.

17 Mr, Blackmer. Were you'aware of any children he uway have
18 had?

19 | Mr. Espinosa. Nd.

20 Mr, Rlackmer. And you do not know Eddie Bayo or Eduardcs

21 Perez?

2 Mr. Espinosa. No.:
23 Mr. Blackmer. I think John Hornbeck would =~
24 like to ask a few questions, especizlly about Cubela and your

25 relationship with him.
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John.

Mr. Hornbeck. Can you'state the first time that you met
Rolando Cubela and what your relationship was with him in
Cuba?

Mr. Espinosa. I must have met Rolando when I was about
12 or 13 years old because ne used to go, or we used to have a
very good protestant school in the city in which I was born.
And a lot of people from all over Cuba used to go there to get
an education. |

He was going to this'school and I met him at that time,
and I was 12 or 13 and he must have been 15 or 16 years old at
that time.

Mr.bHornbeck. Were you friendly with any of his
relatives and was he friendly with any of your relatives?

Mr. Espinosa. I Qas’friendly with his father and with
his mother and mainly with his brother, and his father, I saw
him and he was always lost somewherz and I was very friendly
with his mother and with his sister, Cari.

Mr. Hornbeck. After this first schooling with Rolando,.
did you cdntinue to stay in contact with him?

Mr. Espinosa. Yes, mainly because he was a very gocd
friend of Jose Antonio Echeverria.

Mr. Hornbeck. And I take it Echeverria was & good friend
of yours?

Mr. Espinosa. VYes, we used to live about 20 minutes from

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC,

HW¥ 54756 DocId:32246514 Page 44



10

11

12

13

14
18
16
17
18
19
20

21

24

25

“HW 54756 DocId:32246514 Page 45

sz
€=

each othe%.

'—4
Q.
cr
oy
[(}

Mr, Hornmbecx. Di three of you attent any schools of
higher education?

Mr. Espinosa. We all went to the University of Havana.

Mr. Hornbeck. Were all three of you there at
approximately the same time?

Mr. Espinosa. Yes, they were there before I was thefe
and by the time I zot there they were big shots already.:

Mr. Hornbeck. What was Cubela's course of study at tne
University and what political activities at the Uriversity Was
he engaged in?

Mr. Espinosa. It is funny, Rolando started to be a
doctor and he was studying to be a doctor.

Mr. Hornbeck. You are speaking of a medical doctor?

Mr. Espinosa. Yes, and I do not know whether he
graduated or not and his political activities were very, very
limited in the sense that he would sort of follow the
activities of Antonio mainly.

" Mr., Hornbeck. And was this their pattern at tne
University when you arrived, that Echeverria was a resl leader
and Cubela was asscciated with nim? .

Mr. Espinocsa. Yes.

(<l
o
[(}

Mr. Hornbeck. What year did you first enter
University?

Mr. Espinosa. 1954.

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC,



1 Mr. Hornbeck. And was the University a strongly

2 political kiand of institution?

3 Mr. Espinosa. Yes, very much.
4 Mr. Hornbeck. And you graduated from the University?
5 Mr. Espinosa. No, I was there one year and it was that

6 we nad a lot of fights with the police and shoot-outs and the
7 like.

8 Mr. Hornbeck. What was the main contention between the

10
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students and the police regime at that timé?

Mr. Espinosa. Dictatorship, democfacy_and the trouble we
were having with a dictator you don't like and the Cubans nhave
Castro now.

Mr, Hornbeck. Who was the dictator at that’time?

Mr. Espinosa. Batista.

Mr. Hornbeck. And who were the students supporting if
there was anyone candidate?

Mr. Espinosa. What is that?.

Mr. Hornbeck. .Who did the students support or was it
just against Batista?

Mr..Espinosa. Mainly the last president, Prio. There
was a lot of good nature and idealogical politicking in the
University, and there was a lot of politicking done by other
guys who had been in the University for a long time and the
kind of students who never gradusted, professional students,
and I think Prio was to butter them up and keep them flaming,
and there were different sections.

But in general, everybody liked Prio and there was a
democratic government and here came Castro and he screwed it

up.

1

Mr. Hornbeck. Wnen you lafft the University, were Cubela
and Echeverria still at the University?
Mr. Espinosa. Yes.

Mr. Hornbeck. Did there come a time wnen you joined them

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, iNC,
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1 in any anti-Castro activity or anti-Bstista activities?
2 Mr. Espincsa. I will explain to you. I was in the

3 University for one year and I didn't study, and zll we did the

4 whole time was Jjust trying to get something zoing against

5. Batista. There were s¢ many clashes Qith the police and

6 people shot and this and that.

7 And my fatner took me out and sent me to LSU. I stayead

8 there one year and then I became of age, 18, and my grand-

9 father died, and so I decided to quit and go on andtake over

10 the ranch that my,grandfather had left me at the time.

1 So, I went over there and minding my own business and

12 working and not messing in politics and I used to spend three

13 or four weeks over there or 40 days and then 2o to Havana for

14 a weekend or tnree or four days. And then one time I went to
15 Havana and'ﬁolando called me and he had just--or Antonio had
16 just been to Mexico to see Castro and they had a meeting in
17 Mexico.
18 So, he said, "We are zoing to have. a meeting with about
19 10 or 12 guys in the University and Jose Antonio told me to call
20 you." -
21 Mr. Hornbeck. Can you tell us aporoximately what year
22 this was?

. 23 Mr. Espinosa. 1856. This was the day Dbefore Colonei

* 24 Blanco was. snhot, the day before he was shot.

1

25 - Mr., Hornbeck. Can you identify what position he held?

ALDERSCN REPORTING COMPANY, iNC,
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1 Mr. Espinosa. Who is that?
2 Mr. Hornbeck. Blanco.
' 3 ' Mr. Espinosa. He was head of military intelligence.
4 . Mr. Hornbeck. Under the Batista regime?
5 | Mr. Espinosa. Yes.
6 Mr. Hornbeck. And tﬁat day, what ---.
7 Mr. Espinosa. That day Rolando called me and he said, "We

8 are going to meet at the square in the University at 1:10
9 o'clock, and Jose Antonio told me to call you." And so I got
10 over there and we were about 10 or 12 guys, and Castro was
11 going to come, and he sent me regards from the guy who was
12 killed and we had to start really cracking and getting things
13 done over there, like shooting the big guys or chief of police
. 14 and so on; and military inteiligence and all of that.
15 So, we made three groups of four people each, and I can
16 remember who was there in case you want the names, but I don't
17 think it is of interest to you because most of them are dead,
18 and maybe except for Rolando.
19 Mr. Hornbeck. If you can remember the groups and what
20 targets those partiéular groups had.
21 Mr. Espinovsa. The people who were there were Rolando,
22 Antonio, Machin and Machado.
23 ~  Mr. Hornbeck. Was that his first name?
‘ 4 Mr. Espinosa. No, it was his last name, and I can't.

25 remember his first name. There was a Rodriquez.
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1 Mr. Hornbeck. What was the first name?

2. Mr. Espinosa. Nutosa. Theres was Joe Westbrook and there

3 was--1 cannot remember his name now zand he is dead anyway,. and

4 all of the people that were there,

5 Mr. Hornbeck. So, did the groups divide into these four
6 areas with specific targets in mind?

7 | Mr. Espinosa. Yes, one group was going tc take care of
8 Usalace who was chief of police and we were the youngest ones
9 and we got the easiest one, who was Blancoc Irco, and then the

10 others wers together going to take care of Taberinalla.

1 Mr. Hornbeck. What position did he hold?
12 Mr. Espinosa. The army chief.
13 Mr. Hornbeck. Were any of these groups successful in

14 carrying out their targets?

15 Mr. Espinosa. Yes.

16 Mr. Hornbeck. Of the groups, which ones were successful?
17 Mr. Espinosa. OQur group; we were the one who got lucky
18 first.

19 | Mr. Hornbeck. What was to be your particular role in the

20 assassination of Blanco Irco?
21 Mr. Espinosa. Just to stay in the car and worked with a
22 gun over there to see if someone was coming.

23 Mr. Hornbeck. Can you describe just briefly what

24 occurred the day he was killed?

25 - Mr. Espinosa. Rolando called me and I was not at home.

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC,
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1 I was 2t my girlfriend's, and it was a 3aturday, and he called
2 me over tnere and he wanted to pick me up and we took my car

3 and we picked up two zuys and a nanc grenade,

4 “Mr. Hornbeck. Rifles or pistdis?

5 Mr. Espinosa. Two pistols, one 45 and one a Spanisn

6 Staft, and then we went ﬁo pick up Carbo, Pe2dro Carbo--tnat is
7 the last name and we gave each other a rendezvous at 10:00

8 o’élock, I left Rolanco at his'home and I went home and I

g took a nap and I took a shower and I went there at 10:00

10 0'clock and they were not there.

11 So, I went to three or four different places where we

12 were suppgsed_éo pe Dbecause the guy was supposed to be tnere,

13 and I thqught maybe I was late or they were early. I thought

14 it was my fault and I couldn't find him and about half past 12
15 or 10:00 o'clock, I said, "well, nothing happened,” and I

16 don't know what happened and I went to sleep. The next

17 morning I just heard on the radio that they got the guy.

18 Mr. Hornbeck. After that particular event, what kind of
19_activities against the Batista regime did you engage in with
20 Rolando and Echeverria?

21 Mr ., Espinoéa. Let me try to synchronize because then I
22 had to leave tne country.

23 Mr. Hornbeck. He was immediately suspected?

24 Mr., Espinosa. He was not immediately suspected. At the

"5 time we were 'so young and I don't think they would suspect us

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY,INC,

HW 54756 DocId:32246514 Page 51
AAR Tek QTRETT Q VA QEDARTIAQ LM NING WASKINGTAN N C 20074 {707) 3534.2745



10

11
12

13

14

15

16

17

18

18

20

21

22

23

25

24

51
and they were thinking of old gangsters, and some of his
pfofessidnal students thatvwere there. Actually, I think ﬁhat
they got Cubela but anyway at that time he was out of the
country.

Mr. Hornbeck. Do you know where he went?

Mr. Espinosa. He went to Miami. I think for a long time
I didn't see him and the other people were trying to carry on
with their targets, and I wasn't in contact with Antonio for
about a year. Then, he called me one day and we had a meeting
and we were talking about making an asszult on the Presi-
dential Palace and that is the last time that I saw him.

Mr. Hornbeck. Approximately what was the plan date of
the a2ssault on the palace?

Mr. Espinosa. I think he got a letter--I am sure-<from
Castro that he showed to all of us who were there zat that
meeting that day, and the letter was sayingz, "well, after 120
days or G0 days or 200 days that I have been in the Sierra
Mastros, in the hills, you heven't done anything yet."

It was a kind of a letter that was really trying to make
him feel like a shit, and I know this was a mucha more
complicated thing and it was only going to be the students who
were going to do it.

Then, in.éame people from other organizations and
relatives in the other organizatioas, the far right, and

ex-politicians like Sandro and people like that and I saw nim
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day and he said, "I will be in touch with you," an
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nevar gobt in touch with m
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Mr. Hornbeck. Did there come a time wnen Cubela returasd
to Miami?

Mr. Espinosa. Yes.

Mr. Horabeck. (Can you £ell us approximately when ﬁhat
was?

Mr. Espinosa. It must have heen the end of 1957.

Mr. Hornbeck. And from the period?

Mr. Espino;a. It was the middle of '57, three or four
montns after that time of the Presidential Palace.

Mr. Hornbeck. from the period of mid '57 through the

first part of 1959, what was your association with Cubela?

Mr. Espinosa. You see, everybody was so burned up all of
the time in Havana, everybody had to go to the hills and I had
a very good relationship with the son of the actual president
of the senate in Cuba at the time, and he was a very gzood
friend of mine.

Mr. Hornbeck. Who was that?

Mr. Espinosa. Alfred Gonzalez.

Mr. Hornbeék. Would you tell us about the old man first?

Mr. Espinosa. The old man was Anselmo Alliegro.énd ne
was president of the Senate at the time, and h¢ was one of tne
pig shots. I met his step-scn when I was in Louisiannsz State

and we were close friends.
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i - So, I was somebody who could be in Havana all of the tim
2 and more or less protected and I could have the liderty to

3 places and meet people and pass messzzes and o bhack Lo the

4 nills and so on without mnmuch risx of anything uappening to me.

5 Mr. Hornbeck. So, where was Rolando Cubela during this
6 period then up until the time when Eatista left the first of
7 January?

8 - Mr. Espinosa. He was in the hills all of the time.

9 Mr. Hornbeck. What was his group and what relztion did
10 they have with the Castro group?

1 Mr. Espinosa. They had no relation at all.
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| Mr. Espifiosa. Independently, and trying to get to Havana

il o - AR
“ialb Ttne 2211013

and so.-you nave an idsa

-

~

Che Cuevara f{rom

sant

were at the time, when Castro. Criente

Province to tne Province of Santz Clara. And I think that hne

had 150 or 150 wen.

and 1t was not only ths stucdent

sTouUp;
people of tne William Morgan group which wers the tairc front
and tnhey zlone with 2,500 people. But Castro wanted
chair over there somehow.to control the situation, znd cne of
the things, or the orders was to dispose of Rolando Menoya.

dornbeck.

Mr. Ycu are saying one of the missions of Che

CGuevarza was

to eliminate or kill both Menoya ancd Cubela so

Lnat Castro would be the only leader?

Mr. £spinosa. Yes.

Mr. dornbeck. low S0 you have that information?

Mr. Lspinosa. rfrom ' Cuodesla zand from other peoole wno were
there at the time, tecause the thning is that somehow they

found out by some of the students from the University of
Oriente who were witn Castro.

D

Mr. Hornmbeck. . Wwas confrontation wilth elther

b
there any

CGuevara or Castro?

"1

Mr. Zspinosa.
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er custody. O there was zngther thing back zna forth fro:
Uriente to Sentsz Clara until the juy was relieved, tut ne was
three or four days under custcdy

fir. Hornpeck. Approximately what time period was tais;
can you pinpoint ihat for us?

¥r. £spinosa. This would have been October, September o

Octover of 1§58.

Mr. Hornbeck. Batistz leaves Havana approximately the
first of Jeaauary of 185397

Mr. Espinosa. Yes.

Mr. Hornbeck. MWhat arrangements, if any, were made
between the various groups then?

Mr. Espinosa. . Hothing.

Mr. Hornbeck. How did it come about that Fidel Castro
taen came To power anc Cubela and tenoyz and some of th2 othe
leacders did not come to pcwer?

Mr. Espinosa. I don't know. I alweys woanderad zbcut
that myself. And as I seid to you, I used to be in the
nospital room with Rolanco at the time when ns was wounded,
when he was going tnrougn the operation with the arm, and I

.was there wnen Castro came to sSee nim, and when Che came ©2
see nim and Raul Castro came to see him, and when the other
leacers [{rom the student groups came to see nim. They hzad
discussions about this and, first of all, thay were all of th
people, wiser~people, cetter trained by the Communists of
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course, .and they Knew exactly whal we were <doing and we didn’
Anow exacily whal we were ccing we were filzgnting a war znd
once Tne war JWas cver, we cldn't Know what to do and we didn!

nave any awmbition of pgower.
ind when I say "we,” I don't count and I am talking atou
the pegople who were there; mostly I am; talking about Rolzando

and
Just to get the gZuy
when Lhese

people’s

Mr. tHornbeck.

Mr. Espinosa.

A

Mr. Hornbeck..

napgened,

there was no ambition of power or any of that

and can you describe how you came

. There wsas

out and that is it. Qur zim was to stop,
aims were very well planned for far ahezc
Did there come za time when you and Cubela

sSplit as to your views of Castro?

Yes.

Can you tell us approximately when that

apart?

vMir. Espinosa. well, as I said at the beginﬁing; when ne
came into tiavana, lmmediately they called me and they said,
"Rolando is going to De here in about cn2 hour and they want
you Lo De at the University."

e came in 15 or 20 minutes late, and ne said to me, I

think we are

the 26th of July as

friends got killed on the

and Antonio was

part of Hazvana, aagd

as a gesture and 3

Page 57
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nave a lot of gproblems with Castro and

a symbolic thing, because s¢ many of our

atftack of the Presicdential Palace,
killed tnat day, and not there tut another
“we went and took tne Presidential Palace

sympbolic tning.
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6. were getting bull shit in return. A&nc the fazct was I never
7 liked the guy; and as a matter of fact, I nated him, and I

8 never Xnew nis politics vecause I don't know.

9 Some people find out their wives or girls are fooling

10 around with somebody else for two or three years, and just

11 from the beginning I thought this was going the.wrong way. So

12 1 started having arguments with Rolan

&)
O

[13]

and asking for

13 explanations from him, because this was not what we fought for

14 and not what ouf friends died for, znd. "So you are bteccming an
15 accomplice of Castro and I cannot understand this.”

16 de szid, “why do you say that, and wny are you pgputbting up
17 with this?"

18 I szid, "And tney are tak

[y

ng land z2way from gpeople zand

18 they are shooting soldiers‘who nevar snot 1n the whole war and
20 just shooting them and there was no trial, 2and I have.s22n the
21 trials and they were mockeries, znd whether they were éuilty
2 or not.guilty, tney got snot znd that is it.*”

23 So he wouldn't give we the right answers, and he would

24 say, "Well, there is a2 revoluticn.” 4And I said, "I don't

25 understand that, Rolando, and I don't understand it, and I
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T don't understand the things that are
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2 belng an accceniplilce Leczusa you are in a

C
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Ui
-
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3
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3 something znd you zre not doilng anything, and you are tlaying

4" his ball game."

5 In the beginning we discussed thsse matters, znd then we
6 started getting very close in, znd I really dicdn't undaerstind

7 1t. And to the point one day we had a discussion in my house

8 and ne told my mother, "When your soa zoes to jail, than call
8 me," and I said, "I won't call you."

10 Mr. dornteck. Rolando said that to your mother?

" Mr. Lspinosa. Yes.

12 Mr. Hornbeck. Approximately when did you ieave Yavana?
13 Mr. Espinosa. I left Havana in 195G.

14 Mr. Hornoeck. When in 149587

15 | Mr. Espinosa. I don't know if 1t was Cctozer or

16 September or lovember; somewhere vetween Cctober and December.
) :

17 Mr. dornoeck. During the period of time that you came to
18 the United States and went to train in the Bay of Pigs and

19 came back to the United States, aid you have any contact with
20 Cubela?
21 Mr. Espinosa. Well, some guys and myself, we thought at

22 the time we were allowed to go to Soutnh America znd I and scme

<

23 otners were going to Panama or licaragua, anc so we Zot the

I~

24 idea -- and there is one thing I forgot to tell you.

0

25 AL the vDeginning when things begzan, there w

V]

s 2 lot of
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ompson submachine guns, and scome
morters, a 160 tank gun,'and somenow all of the things were
hidden by me.

Holando told me to hide it in a place, that we were going

to need 1t one day. So I hid it in @my house, and w2 had a

very clg nouse, so dig thnat when tney came lookin
they couldn't find 1t because it waS-iike an old castle and
there wefe'like hidden doors, nidden panels and tnings like
that.

';They came iooking fof-it and they didn't find it, and so

about two or tinree weeks after that I put the whole thing in

[\})

truck and took it to z resort very near to where I was bern,
in Varadero.
So I took it over there and we cdecided, 2 few guys who

were golng to do something, g0 to the hills ¢r do somethnin

cr

and we came out with this idez to go to some otner country anc
do sometning so we could get away and cover our activities.

we gobt .caught.

Mr. Hornbeck. By whom?

Mr. Espinosa. DBy Castro.

We got caught, and we-were taxksn to Military

[4Y)
-5
(o}

Intelligence, and there were about six or seven of us,

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC,
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I they got all thne weapons. Somecns scusaled z2nd Laey

2 infiltratesd somepbody in the group ing I gon't XKnow wnet was
5 1 ~ by ~ o~ b i I - y Y PR, - PR [

3 going to happen, but it was a little Lit scary 2% the time

4 and so we were uncommunicated for several days .and Wwe wer

5 guestioned, and we wWere stickin

-
o
0a

to our story we zoing to

6 Guatemala or someplace else. And I can't remember now, anc

7 Rolando was in Spain and my mother called him znd he came over
8 and he zot us out.

9 Mr. Hornbeck. Was there any particular reason he was in

10 Spain at that time?

" Mr. Espinosa. He was a playboy.
12 Mr. Hornbeck. It had nothing to do with Castro?
13. Mr. tspinosa. Ho. He went over tnere to have a good

4 time, znd so actually the thrsat that he made, “Call me znd I
5 will help you," and my mother called him and a2 came over and
16 he got us out.

17 Mr. Horabeck. After your geriod in the United Stat

1)
Ul

18 did you have any contact with nim?.
19 Mr, Espinosa. #o. The only time I nad contact was when
20 I told you that I went to Paris and these psople contacted me.

]

21 Mr. Hornbeck. I am zoing to get to that, and I want to
[ (@) Q2 }

gl
23 the United States and training for the Bay of Pigs znd ware in

- 24 New York, tnat you nhad no direct contact with nim and did you

25 nave any indirect contact through mutual frisnds?
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Mr. Espinosa Hever.

fr. ordorngeck Approximately what year did you 50 L0
Spatn? S

Mr. Espinosa. I went to Spain -- you mean now, 1in the
last few years?

“r. Hornbeck. lo.

Mr. Espinqsa. I never went to Spain. I told you the
éther cay.

Mr. Horabeck. Approximately wnat year did you 2o Lo
Paris?

Mr. Espinosa. I went to Paris in 1964 or 1965.

Mr. Hornbeck. Would it help you to Xnow =--

Mr. Espinosa. I think it was 1964 or '55,

Mr. Hornbeck. Would it refresh your memory %that,

according to government records, you czawme. to

first contacted Immigration sometime

[\
-1

PL

tnereabouts in 16857

vew York and

oximately in Juns cor

fr. Espincsa. Yes.

Mr. Hornbeck. How would your Hew Yorx trip then nelp
your memory as Lo wnen you first went to Paris?

Mr. Espinosa. well, I came back to Hew York from Paris
and I contactad them immediately, and so this must have Teen
five days tefore or six days before.

to

dro. dornbeck. Can you tell us why you went to Paris?
Mr. Espinosa. Ho. It was Just a trip and I went
-(J'n.

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC.
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2 ro.

riorntbeck.

3 Castro activitiss?

4 M.
5 Mr.
6 ﬁime?

7 Mr.
8 Mr.

9 services

Lspinosa. -

Hornbeck.

Espinosa.
Hornbeck.

or employue

10 Mr. Espinosa.
1 Mr . Hornbeck.
12

13 Mr. Espinosa.
14 Mr. Hornbeck.
15 Mr. E£spinosa.
16 Mr. Hornbeck.
17 Mr. £spinosa.
18 Mro, rfornbeck.
19 that you met him in
20 Mr. Espincsa.
21 Mr. Hornbeck.
2 Consulate in Paris,
23 Mr..Espinosa.
24 three at the time
25 Mr. Hornbeck.

DocId: 32246514 Page _”463
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noe

Hotning.

were not worxking for the CIA at

Ho.

nt with the CIA?

I would say in the end of 1551,

when you arrived in Paris, did you have sa

contact who gave you some information about Cubela?

Yes.

Wwas the name of that contact?
Trzsancos.

How long nad you known Jose Traécancos?

my life.

[)]
o

N was his position in Paris

—_
N
(8]
Ui

D

T

he was working at tne Cuban Consulate.

How long had he been witnh the Cuban
=1

1f you know?

I don't know, but

for a couple of yesars or
I azssume by tne fact that he was working

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC,
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~ Sa 01 & o ~ 1 aFa 3 e & A =
1 abroacd in the Cuban Consulate that nhe gnjoyed some confidencs
,
s Y i Il —~
2 with tne Castro government?
3 __#r. Espinose I don't know z2bcout that I think 2% tha

1

4 time the governmant wasn't established

[¢)]

acugh to really clzamp

O

5 down on tne people that they should or should not have in
6 their consulates, and there were so giany things to put

7 together over there znd it was sz very bad situation, and

8 otherwi;e, e wouldn't have been there znd tnhey hadn't clamped
9 cown.

10 - Mr. Hornbeck. What information did he relate to you that
1 involved Rolando Cubela?

12 CMr. Espinosa} He told me that ne had seen Cubelz in

13 Paris; that there was scmething goingz on but he didn't want to

14 -tell wme, and he wanted somebody else to tell me the whole
5 thing.
16 ' Mr. Hornbeck. Is there some reazson why nhe cidn't want to

17 relste tine story to you?

18 Mr. Espinosa. Because he didn't know much zbcut 1t but
19 he Xnew they nad tried to-get ahold of me tut he said,

20 "Rolando is involved with the CIA and there is scmething

21 happening, and I think you should see Robreno.

22 Mr. dornbeck. Could you identify Robreno for us, zs to
. 23 wno he is and where he was from and what was your relationship

24 with nim.

1

25 Mr. Espinosa. His name is Ceorgze Robreno and he is 3

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY. INC,
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12
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18
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(@2
Y

ounk.

Mr.odornbeck. When you say "zunk," <o you mezn de had
sowe criminal bacngound?

Mr, tspinosa. I don't know, but he is a cdalinguent, let
us put 1t that way. I am not a full-time delinguent a5 he is.

rie was lavolved with the student movement in Savzana

Knew Rolanco very well.

Mr. Hornbeck.

when you were describting him as =z
aelinguent, do you wean he would engage 1n crime or do
anything for money, or what is 1t¢?
Mr. Espinésa. e was a bad boy; and do you know what a --

WA

bad poy is? He was & bad boy. When he used to be a kid, if

there was a.blind man crossing a street with a stick, he would

take the stick from the blind man, is that right? That is the
Kind of thing he would do when he was a kid and man, what he
grew up to 5e.

e was with Castro's government znd he was at one point

the head of some revolutionary tribunals

lot of ceath sentences.

Mr. Hornbteck.

neard nis name in 1G8657

Mr. Zspinosa. I cdon't know what he was doing ia Madrig,
out I know that ne nad gotiten intc so many groblews with the
governument in Cuba that they just said, "COkay," and they put

him into prison for something, and I don't know

ALDERSON REPOATING COMPANY, INC
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it was, and they said, Kay, 2lther you stzy nere forevar or
you leave tie couniry and we don't want you ners znviore.

Wr. Heraceck. He weas living in Madrid a2t tns time you
were in Paris?

.v‘( r

. =spinosa. Yes. And when Rolando started his thin

(€8]

with the CIA, I guess he was talking to nim, too.

Mr. hornbeck. i{ow were you gcing to meet him? iWere you

Mr. tZspincsa. I was going to go to Spain. A%t the time I

never nad ny

1

had one of anls zlien American pas;ports, Since
OWwn passport because the Spanish government, it would take
them a month --

Mr-. Hornbeck. So the CIA originally‘took your passport
from you?

“

Mr. Espinosa. Yes.

Mr. Hornbeck. Were you 1in touch with the CIA at z2ll when
you were 1o Paris? .

vr. Espinosa.  tHo.

Mr.-Hornbeqk.' All right. So you did not get to Spain?

Mr. Espinosa. I didn't get to Spain. 4nd I called nim’
on the telephqne and I said "I am sending you a ticket. Ccme
over and see me in Paris."” - And he was the first one who told
e the story.

M. Hornbeck. Can you.just'relate‘to us, in summary,

witat he told you aboubt this particular involvement of Cutcela?

-
ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC,
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nat Cubdelz had tsen talking to some CIA

W

2 people; that there was zo0ing to be an ugrising or a2 coup or

'O

3 something down in Cuba lad by Cubela znd 2 few cthner cecople

e

4 who were in the government 2t the tiwme, or in thne army, and

5 tnat for somé reaéon Cubela didn't trust Williamson in Sgain.
6 Mr. Hdorabeck. Can you identify who Williamson was?
7 Mr. Espinosa. What I had been led to believe, Williamson
8 was head of the CIA in Spain at the time.

8 Mr. rornbeck. Wwas there a reason given to you as to why
10 Cubela did not trust nim?

11 Mr. Espinosa. Yes. He said to me that n2 was living --
12 first he was an alcoholic and living with this Cuban girl who

13 had taken informaticn from nim, taken files with her and went

14 tack to Cuba.

15 dr. Hornbeck. This is information thzat you heard?

16 “r. Espinosa. This is what they told me; why Xolando
17 didn't want to speak to Williamson any longer.

18 . Mr. Hornbeck. You are getting.ﬁhis informzstion from
19 Cubela?

20 Mr. EZspinosa. Yes. And now much truth is involved in

21 this I can't say. So that Rolando cidn't want Lo talk to nim

2 sgnymore and that I should come over here 23

1

i ~ A -
cood CIA man,

oG

23 ancd I said "I am no longer with the CIA," and they said “We

24 want you to get in touch witn them and tell them all of tnis."

25 dr. dornboeck. How, nhad your. original contact in 2aris
3 J 3
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mentloned Lo you ne thcuzht you ware in

the CIA7
“r. Esplnosa.  Yss.
Mr. o Horntecx. iad ne called you Lo ccocuwe Lo Paris cor you
Jjust came Lo Paris indepencéntly?
Mr. Espinosa. Ho. It was scmebody that if I ever went

Hr.'Hornbeck; So Paris was entirely your idea?

“r. Espinosa. -Entirely a pleasure trip.

Mr. fiornbeck. Was there any particular reason wiay you
would spend your own -personal money to nave Cutela comne to
Paris from Spain? -

Mr. Espinosa. Yes. Still, you know, I think $150 or
something, for something as important as this, i could send my
friend and my country, 1t wasn't going to make such 3 big nole
in my pocketb.

Mr. Hornbeck.__Did Cubela say anythinz about any Soviets
in Cuba during this conversation?

Hr; £Espinosa. Ho. They didn't say anything about
Soviets in Cuba, but Blanco -- I cannot remember his first
name; we used to call nim the crazy tlanco =-- I met him and
ne was on nis way to Cuba from Prague, Czechoslovakia, and hne
was on nls way from Russiz to Cuba via Czechoslovakia and

Paris and ne was the one who mentioned zbout the Russian

tecnniclans; to make sure and to make surs

or

o ’ hdd
0 tell the CIA

that if there was zoing to be any kind of gou

[t
@)
b
[€))
O
3
(0]
Ui
(7}
2
3
o
O
i")
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' this operation, they were zcinz to take czrs of thase Russian
2 tecnnicians who were advisors, or whzatever Lhey ware, wWho wWer
3 in theilr particular zlace.

4 Mr. Hornteck. All rignt. How did you know Elanco?

5 Mr. Espinosa. I %new him from Cuba.

6 bMr. doranbecx. And was 1t just coincidence thet EZlanco

7 was coming through Paris at the sawme time that you were there?

8 Mr. Espinosa. I don't know.
S Mr. Hornbeck. How did he know how to contact you?
10 Mr. Espinosa. Eecause anybody who would coime to Paris

1M will always contact tnis guy Trasancos; zt least this kind of
12 people because we all knew each other from Cuba.

13 Mr. Hornbeck. Had Blanco been with you and Cubela in

14 activities prior to 15597
15 Mr. zZspinosa. Yes.

16 Mr.. Eornoeck.

17 informatlion aooutbt the Soviet technicians, was there anyone
18 else present during thne conversztion?
18 Mr. £spinosa. Ho, it was cnly ne and I.
20 tir. Hornbeck. Were there any conversaticons between you,
21 Blanco and Robreno in Paris?
22 Mr. Espinosa. ﬁo.‘
23 Mr. Hornbeck. And no conversations between you, Blanco,
24 and Trazsancos? ’
vetwaen

25 Mr. Espincsa. HNo. But there were conversations

. ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC,
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1 Cuvels, Trasancos znd myself.
2 Mr. toraveck Can you ¢
3 Mr. Espinosa} The ocne I
4 that Cubela told me abdout the
5 szid to @e in front of Trasan
8 “r. Hornveck. Is your &

¢ 3 I ignAaR - - .
tell us what tne conversation

O
S

defeore, everything

=

CIA and Williamson in Spzain ne

estimony that there was then

=~ r
aii

7 agreement between the three of you that Cutela needed to
8 change his CIA contact?
9 Mr. Espinosa. I didn't agree to anything. All I said,
0 was. they landed the story on me in the middle of my Parisian
11 vacation, and because it was Rolando and it was something that
12 I could have some importance or sense in the future, I came
13 over here and I contacted them the best way I could.
f4 Mr. Hornbeck. In other words, you Were zcing to be the
TS’messenger for the contacts they felt that they didn't have?
16 Mr. Espinosa. Yes, more or less, that was the idea.
17 Mr. tHornbeck. And you then traveled from Paris to iew
18 York? |
19 Mr. Espinosa. That is right.
20 Mro. Hornbeck. And who pays for your ticket?
21 Mr. Espinosa. If I go to Paris and I live in the States,
22 i nave to nave a round-trip ticket
23 Mr. tlornbeck. ‘Wnat I am getting at, so.you-uudefSLan,
24 the purpose of the deposition, we nave to ask as mucn catail
25 as possible, and what I am_reélly getlting at i1s whether or not
ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC,
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3 and then to come Dack to liew Yeork 15 later, and tinis

()
)
[O)]

e

U

4 happened when I was there, ana I came back to ilew York on uy
1

5§ ticket originally purchased by me, and I was never refunded oy

6 CIA or any other government agency.

7 I got to flew York and I contzcted Mr. Cavasantos.
8 Mr. Hornbeck. He was an officer with the Immigratiocon

9 Service?

10 » Mr. Espinosa. Yes.
" Mr. Hornbeck. And you had some previous relationship; is

12 that true?:

13 Mr. Espinosa. Yes.
14 Mr. Horabeck. Can you tell us triefly wnhat that wzs?
15 Mr. Esplnosa. He lifted two bans zzainst traveling, and

6. all the tnings that I mentioned before,.

)]

17 Mr. Hornteck. You first contactec nim, and what did you
18 tell hiw?

19 Mro.

in

Spincsa. I said, "I nave to contact someone in the

20 CIA, and of course I have no idea how to contact anybody.”

21 So he said, ”Gkayi” He picked up the telephone and he
2 called somebody in tne FBI office in ¥ew York and he sent me
23 to see this fellow.

24 Mr. Hornbeck. This is first the FBI?

25 Mr. Espinocsa. Yes.

ALDERSON REPCARTING COMPANY, INC,
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1 : Mr.-fdorabeck. 02id you

2 agsnts comez to 3ee you?

3 fir. Espinosa. I went to the FBI office.

4 Mr. Hornbeck. How many agsnts ¢id ycu talk to?

5 Mr, Esﬁinosa. I talked to one fellbw.

6 Mr. Hornbeck. How much of the Cubela's story that you

7 learned in Paris did you relate to him?

8 Mr. Espinosa. Hothing.

9 Mr. Hornbeck. What did you tell him, basically?

1Q Mr. Espinosa. I told him, I guess he must have spoken to

1 Cavasantos before, and I said, "Look, I just came from Europe;
12 there is something happening and I would have to contact

13 someone in the CIA, and I used to work for them and I was

14 involved in the Bay of Pigs. &nythingz you want to chack what
5 I am telling you, you can check with that.®”

16 Mr. nornbeck. Did you mention Cubela's name to either

X

17 Cavasantos or to tne FRBI?

18 Mr. Espinosa. Maybe; I can't say for sure, but maybe.
19 Mr. Hornbeck. Your best wmemory is that you did not

20 discuss mucn of the details?
21 Mr. £Espinosa. Ho.

22 Mr. Hornbeck. At some polnt were you put in contzct with

23 the CIA?

24 . - dr. Espinosa. VYes.

25 Mr. dornabteck. Can you tell us where tne meetin

RSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC, -
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place and now many people were present?

sr. Zspinossa The meeting tcook glace 2t the FII offics
In hew York, and there was only ons parson oressant.

Mr.. Hornbeck. This 15 someone [rom the Agency?

Mr. Esplnosa. Agein, I assume he was.

Mr. dornteck. Could you pnysically descripe this

individual?

¥

Mr. Espinosa. He wWwas a man in the late forties or

early fifties, gray hair, and he wust have been olond, tut

very neavy gray at the time, and blue eyes.

Mr. Hornbeck. Glasses?

Mr. tspinosa. o glasses. Very well fit and very
handsome guy.

Hr. tdornbeck. Approximetely how tall and how much did he
welgn?

Mr. Zspinosa. He was, I would say, about 5'10" or 5'11",
170 pounds.

¢r. dornbeck. During your conversation with this
individual, did you relate all. of tne details of thne

information that you nhad learned in Paris?

Mr. Espinosa. I did.

vir. dornbeck. Did you include the portion told you by

Elanco oviet

(¥7]

apout the alternative plan with the Lechnicians?

vir, EZspinosa. Yes.

Mr-. Horanobeck. Wnat reaction,

V8
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1 this garticular indivicdual?

2 “r. Lspinosa. He was z very cool, composad man, and ne
3 said "I am going to wasningion and I will contact you in the
4 next couple of days or three, ‘niaybe, and mayte w2 Wwill go to

5 Spain together or somebody will gzo with you.”

6 I was so upset about this that I got a friend of wmine in
7 iew York, tnrough Senator Javits, to get me 2 meeting in

8 washington here wiﬁh Souaie sub-sécretary of'foreign'affairs in

9 cnarge of the Cubdban thing, and I never neard from this zuy and

ou

10 time was going by, and I told this friend of mine and throuzh

11 Javits he got me to come here and see this zuy, and I came

12

o)
()

re and I told nim the whole story. And he said, "We will

13 get in touch with you," and they never did.

14 Mr. Hornbeck. Do you have ény idea who it was that you

15 met with in Washington?

16 Mr. Esginosa. Hio.

17 Mr. dorntecx. D[Dlid you ever keep a diary or on a card?

18 Mr. Espinosa. I coula fiand out eventually if I wanted

18 to.

20 Mr. Hornbeck. Do you think that you mignt bte able to do

21 that?

22 Mr. Espinosa. Yes. I would have to czll this guy and
‘ | 23 have him call Javits and trace tne-thing tack to the time when
. 24 1t nappened, but I am sure it can ba tracad.

25 Mr. dornbeck. Do you remember the building where you

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC.
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1 came to in Wasnington to sgeak with tnis particular
2 ingividual?

3 mr. Lspinosa. lio.

4 Mr. dornbecx. Your best memory 1s that it was some

5 official in the State Department?

6 Mr. ESpinosa. fes, 1t was some officizl in the State

7 Department; some kind of sub-secretary or scmething in charge
8 of Cuban affaifs. Eut I was there znd ns didn't put me on to
9 some monkey room. I know I saw somebody, the riznt person.
10 Mir. rdornbeck. I assume that you did wait the two or

11 three days in lew Yorx-before you contacted your friend to

12 reach Senator Javits?

13 Mr. Espinosa. I wzited longer than that. I waited a

14 couple of weeks and notning happened, and then I zot in touch
15 with this guy because I knew ne is very friendly with Javits
16 anc I said, "I Xnow you nave friends in “asnington, and zll of
17 tnat, and there.ils something that I have to discuss.”

18 Mro. Horhbeck. Cid you ever think zooutl contzacting the

19 CIA directly through one ¢ . your o0ld contacts?

20 Mr., Esplinosa. I never nad any contacts. What contacts?

¢

21 They are guys living in Miami for two or tnree or four months,

2 and one day they disappear, and "Freddy Gomez," and vou naver

[\

23 see nim zgain, and maybe ne 1s sent to Cuatemala or Central

24 Europe, cor whatever, and then you sae another zuy and you

25 don't call them. They call you.

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC,
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1 Mr. Horatbeck. wWas thera any cac [feelin;

2 the Agesncy wihen you tarminztad your relationsniz wit

4 Mr. cspinosa. I don't Know. Froum my part it was a lot

[0)]

Hr. onornteck. You. felt you nad not bsen treated fairly
7 by the Agency?
8 Mr. Espinosa. iliot me. I felt a lot of geople got kills
9 for notning.
10 Mr. Hornbeck., All right. After you came to Wwashington

11 and discussed this particular situstion, what was the next
12 thing that you did?

13 Mr. Espinosa.’ Let me make a parenthesis now. This guy,

14 one of the reasons why I assumed he must have bean from the

5 CIA, is when I touched the thing about Ceorge Robrenc,

16 immediately he said to me, "E1 Mags," this 1s like 2 name tha
17 only people tnat are close to him or that know nim very well
18 or frgm thne A<Lancy would Know nis name.

19 Mr. Hornbeck. Could you spell tnat?

20° dMr. Espinosa. HM-ag-g-a. It 1is megician in Englisnh 4nd

21 he dicn't have any accent when he said "l Maga.”
22 Mr. Hornbeck. You are discussing the coaversation with

23 the fellow you assumed to be from the Agency in liew York when

g 24 you [irst arrived?

25 Mr. Espinosa. Yes. And ne was saying to ae, ‘“lHow much

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC,

HW 54756 Docld:32246514 Page -,Eg-r.u QTDCIT Q@ WA/ DEOARTIAR R MNNAG WARIKINGTAN N G 20074 i907) R34-27348



~
[@X

1 do you trust what he saic?¥ and I szid "You Know A0w na LS.
2 4nd ne. salc, “Yes, I know Nhow e is, Jut The suy Enew Lhe

4 Wr. o rornbeck. When you mentioned 2lanco, did ths
5 individual you assumed to have been from the Agency come up

6 with his nickname?

7 Mr. Espilnosa. iio.

8 Mr. Horanbeck. ©Did he act as thougn he knew who you were
9 talking accut?

10 Mr. Espinosa. lo.

ikl . Mr. Hornbeck. Did he ask you for any identifying

12 information about Dlanco?

13 vir. Espinosa. to.

14 Mr. Hornbeck. During this time then that you were in.

15 washihgton in 1565, did you ever contact Hike Mclaney to ses
) 18 1f he could nelp in some fasnion?

17 Mr. Lspinosa. I woulcd heave contactad Mike dclanay to

18 help uwe 1n other things, Lut not tc zet me in contact with th
19 CIA.

20 Mr. Hornbeck., Did you 'contact Mike MclLaney for any

9]

21 social or perscnal reszasons?
2 Mr. Espinosa.. At that time, no. For sure, every time I

23 wWwent to Miami, and all of the time I lived in thée States

§os
X
a
(¥
<
D
-
«
fa)
s
(D
a2
<
1

24 every time I went to iMiami I contacted #il

25 I contacted nim socially to havs a drink or zo whoring around
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1 or sometning; nothing to do up to that second attempt with tns

2 ylane, and tnat was it.

[V

3 Mr. tiorateck. Did you return.to liew York then after vour

4 Wasnington trip?

5 “ir. Zspinosa. Yes,

8 Mr. Hornbeck. Uig Yyou receive any contact frcmbany
7 government agasncy? .

8 Mr. Espinosa. lo.

9 YMr. Hornbeck. And that includes the FBI?

10 Mr. Espinosa. Yes.

o Mr. dornbeck. So you did not hear from the FBI?

12 Mr. Espinosa. No.

13 Mr. Hornbeck. How long did you stay in YNew York, if you

14 can estimate?

15 Mr. Espinosa. I left liew York in 1557.
16 Mr. Horntbeck. S0 you spent the next approximately two

7 &and a nhalf yesars in Yew York?
18 - Mr. tspinosa. io. I weould say the next two years in liesw
19 York, becéuse this was June or July of 1365, and I left in

20 March or Arpil of 1567; so a little bit less Ehan z yeaar.

21 Mr. Hornteck. ©Did you have any contact directly or

ela during the time that yo

o

2 indirectly with Cu

C
2.
1]
-
¢4
s
3
(41}
=

23 York?

24 Mr. €spinosa. Ho.

25 Mr. Hornbecx., ©Did you hear from

to

lanco ¢or Robreno or
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HW 54756 DocId:32246514 Page 78

MAm = A A L) A mmAATEAA AL SRS LATA S AIATAN N A AAAT A (AN 2T 4 AN UG



HW 54756

10

IR

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19 -

20

21

23

24

25.

I
G

-~ ¥ o~
your contact in Paris?
T e < s . ~ ~ A - .- -~ : ~ T aAs - -
Mr. Lsginosa Yes. HROoDreno wrote me a letter one time
asKlng @e to pul @y name Lo a document, znd ne wanted Lo 520 &

visa to come to the States and ne wanted me to sgensor him and

ne neeced two sponsors. And he wrote me a letter on =2 cager,
and I signed my name to the spgonsorship, and that is the only

time.
tir. Hornoecx. Did he actually arrive, to your knowledze?

vir. Espinosa. Ho, they never 2 hiim & visa.

418}
m
<<

Mr. norntbeck. Until the time that Cubela was arrested,
did you have any information about ‘him bersonally or about the
particular plot person?

Mr. Espinosa. iiothing whatsoever. In wy mind I thougnt,

well, probably he got wise to the whole thing z2ad just dropped

oG

it, Decause scme time elapsed betw

()

{3}

en the time that I spoke to
his people in Paris and until tne CIA and the tiame he zot

caugnt 1in Cuba.

Ou

het he was

cr

Mr. tiocrabeck. wWas your first knowledge
arrested from some public source or from a personal source?

Mr. Espinosa. Public source.

Mr. Hornbeck. Can you tell what that was?

Mr. Espinosa. It was z hewspéper.

Mr, dornoeck. Did you raccgnize the names of other

garsons arrested with aim?

Mr. Zspincsa.. I recognized the

3
[4}]
()
O
!—0)
[€¥)
-
)
o3
O
O
[$)]
3
8}
or
D
D
~
)]
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Was someuvody else arrested. And the first taing I read asout
1t, thiere were four peopls arrested, and I knew Elanco znd I
¢idn't Know ths2 otners.

Mr. fdornbeck. I am sure then if you have the public
accouhts of that trizl, ycu Xncw that Cudelz was not executaed
and did you find that a stranze event?

Mr. Espinosez.

tr. Hornbeck. <Can you tell us why “yes" and “no"?

Mr. Zspinosa. fYes," because, to my knowledzge, Castro
haa never commuted anybody's death sentence in Cubdas yet, and
on tne other nand, I knew he liked the zuy very much.

Mr. Horabeck. It was 2 personal relationship between
Cubelsa and Castro?

Mr. Espinosa. Yes. Whatever it was, love, hate, or the
faggots -- I don't krnow what it was --.but they hesd a
relationship, an especizal relationship between thea.

Mr. Hornbeck. Can you give us any examples of s speciel

relationship between the two?

\

“r. £Espinosa. Wwell, I remember

gy}

one time when Eolendo

]

pulled a gun on Castro in front of his bodyguards and

everything and called him

C

every name in the book, and of

3

cr
o
pe
w1

course novody moved or said anvthing, but I

P

thought when

is over, ne

1s going to go te the can forever, and nothing
nappened to him.
SMr. Hornbeck. I take it this is sometime still in 15337

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC,



r. Zspinosae. Tals was zt that time, z2nd he Just put nis
2varm Cn nlm anc ne sald “You have sucn 2 Lexgery znd talked ni
3 out of everything
4 Mr. Horabeck. would you describe Cubela.as an indivicduzl
5 having a very quick temper or very emotional person?
8 Mr. wspinosa. Yes, extramely.
7 Mr. Hornbveck. wduld you describe him as unstable?
8 Mr. Espinosa. Yes.
9 Mr. Hornbeck. Have you.-cdirectly or indirectly received
10 any information about Cutels since the time that he was sent
1 to prison in Cuba?
12 Mr. Espinosa. lo.
13 -Mr. Hornbeck. Do you have any informetion whether or not
14 he 1s still alive or anything?
15 Mr. Espinosa. Yes. ‘what I hear is that he is- zlive and
8 he is working as a doctor and he is not having such a bzd
17 1ife.
18 vir. norntbeck. How would you get this kind of
19 information?
20 Mr. Espinosa. Because I can't remember now, I think I
21 nad this from Trasancos in Paris, tut there is some kinc of -=-
2 I don't know 1f ne was a diplomat or if he is a Franch
' 23 =nglneer who 1s working in some'kind of project in Cuba or weas
‘L? 24 working in some Xind of 2z projsct in Cubda, and I know that
25 tnis person knew Cutela's mother and somenow news of nim has
ALDERSONREPORﬂNGCOMEANYﬁNC[
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1 gone wack znd forth to Zuroge from Cuta. I near ne 1s working
2 a3s z coctor and the ceglinning wes very tough, and then ne is
3 working as z doctor znd ne is not nazving it s¢ tad; bub nhe is

4 zlive and ne is in orison.

by

5 Mr. hornbecx. Were you told of the method by which
6 Cubela was suppossd to assassinatz Castro?
7 Mr. Espinosa. Ho. I heard the story about the rifle and

v

nad a story that he

(]
oy
)}
Q.
=
14
ct

8 the telescopic site, and

Arcime,
9 wonich of course I thought was stupid of anlm, and I nad & story

fy

10 that

o=

rilme nad promised nim some boats through the CIA to
11 him out.
12 I repeat to you today what I said the other day, the

13 whole thing doesn't make sense to me. 4nd on one hand I hear

4 this, and of course it is very difficult to Judze something

5 when you are being told dy Lhird partiss nd on the one nhand
/ ) = )

g

[¢})

v

6 I hear that there is zoing to be an insurrection, let cothars
7 call it that way, or a military uprising of certain g20ple in

18 the country, and on the cther hand I hear that Cubela is

zoing
18 to shoot the guy. And if you are going to shooct the guy and
20 there is going to de zn insurrection, why do you need scome
21 boats to take you out?
22 Cnce you do tnat you nave to stay in and see it through.
. : 23 And youvfollow me, 1f there-is going to o2 zan insurrsction and
| 24 you are going to te a leader, how the nell are you going to

25 snoot the guy and tanks are gcing through the streets zand
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you are going

moer of

are & n

ES d to De very
logical abcut, and I try to e 2 vary logical person 211 of
the time, but espgecizlly when they ars logical, I try to Dde
more logical and I am objective about things. I don't
understand 1it.

Mr. Hornbeck. When you heard these storiles about arti
being involved, or & rifle with a sccpe being iavolved, whza
was the source of that information?

Mr. Espinosa. This I heard from Rotreno.

Mr. Hornbeck. Was tnis during the same discussions in
Paris before ilew York?

Mr. Espinosa. Yes.

Mr. Horntecx. ©Did Rubreno know Artime, to your
Knowledge?

Mr. Espincsa. I don't know. I think maybe he was wit
Rolando when he nad the meeting with Artime; maybe, tut I a
not sure. Butl i know they had never been friends before.

Mr. Hornbeck. Are you saying your information from
Rubreno was that Artime met in Madrid with Cubela?

Mr. Espinosa. I can't remember if it was Madrid, bdut
positively that ne had met Cubels.

Mr. Hornbeck. Was your informaticn that the CI& hsad
arranged tnls meeting, or did ycu have any knowledge of the

CIA a2t that time?

Page 83 ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC,
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1 tir. Zspinosa. iio. ie told me that ne nhad gv2en in toucn
R, - 1 T ~ — 1 ) ; . - FO, . Pr—— -t -

2 with the CIA and ne had besn in touch withn aArtime. cut 2t the

3 moment I was led to belisve it was tne CIA who had

¥
[\Y)
=
~
[t}]
1

4 the meeting, and I would have been surprised if that was so.

5 Mr. fdornteck. I want to be very sgecific 23 to thne

8 information that you are getting frow Xotreno and from any

7 other source. ‘ ?

8 Mr., Esginosa. Yes.

9 Hr._Hornbeck. SO Jjust getting back to what he telé you,

10 Robreno says to you, on the one nand Cubela has besn in touch
M witn Williamson from the CIA, and he aslso tells you Cubela has
2 met with Artime, and you are not sure whether Rubreno tells

13 you that Cubela and Artime met in Madrid. Is that a correct

14 summary?

15 Mr. Espinosa. 7Yes. He told me that they met, butbt I
16 can't remenber wnether it was in Madrid or anotner vlace.
17 fir. hornbeckx. Was there anytning about tne use of a

18 rifle znd 2 silancer by Cubela that you would nhave found

19 strange in a2n assassination plot to kill Castro?

20 Mr. Espinosa. I would have found it very strange tcecause

21 Castro is 3 touch guy and you can never hunt him with a rifle

2 in the sense you naver Xnow where he 1s going to b%e or whichn
‘ 23 strest he 1is going To be passing tnrough. So I would think it

24 1s very, very unlikely, and especially Rolancdo knows this very

25 well, vetter than I do, tnat this - is a kind of a guy that
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4 special oprortunities for Cubela?
5 Mr. tspincsa. Incredioly special ogportunities;

6 exceptionally special.

7 Mr. nornbeck. Can you zive us something on that?
8 Mr. Espinosa. Let us say one day folando could find out

9 that Castro was in his home outside Havana, and ne could have

(1
t

10 gone over there at a day or night, and even "5:00 . 0'clock in

1 the morning and tell the guards "I am going to see Castro,"

12 and they would have let him in without objection.

13 Mr. Blackmer. You were friends with Carlos .Hernandez?

14 Mr. Espincgsa. Yes.

15 Mr. blackmer. You went on two raids with him that were
16 aborted and you trained with nim in Panama 2and Guatemala. L[id

17 you recognize that he had a special relationsnhip with ¥anuel

18 Artime?

19 Mr. Espinosa. VYes.

20 Mr. Blackmer. DO you Know tne extent of that?

21 ' Mr. Espinosa. lo.

22 _ Mr. Blackmer. You.personally disliked Artime; is that
23 corr=act?

24 Mr. Espinosa. Yes

25 Yr. Blackmer. Did you personally know him?

HW 54756 DocId:32246514 Page B85 ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC,



3o
1 r. £spinossa ot vary-much, I know nim I trained nim,
2 in a way.

3 sr. blackmer, Ycou were training in Custemale, 1T~

4 understand?

5 Mr. Espinosa. And in Panama. And he came to Panzama, and

6 I was assizned to give him the demolition training, 2 crasn

7 course in demolition. So I was in touch with him for z few

1

8 aays, closely, and I didn't think much of him, rezllyv. And c¢o
? J 1 ) ./

cr

8 you want me to tell you the story aboutbt that?

(o2

10 Mr. Slackmer. I don't think tnat that will be necessary.
1" What was the feeling generally among the exiles that you

12 had contact with about Artime and nis position with the CIA?

13 Mr. Espinose. It was about the sane.
14 Mr. Blackmer. Waat is that?
15 Mr. Espinosa. They disliked the idez that 2 puppst was

18 being imposed on themn.
17 “r. Blackmer. ©Did you ever discuss this with Carlos, nis

18 relzag

4=

cnstilp Wwitn Artime?
19 Mr. Espinosa. o, not really.
20 Mr. Dlackmer. Did you ever tzlk to Robreno about your

21 dislike or distrust for Artime?

: N

22 Mr. £spinosa.  lo.
23 . Mr. BElacxkmer.  Did you distrust Artime also?
- 24 Mr. Espinosa. TYes. /
25 Mr. bBlackmer. Do you taink ne was personally motivated
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o

and .aot patrioticzlly motivated?
Ar. Zsglncsa.  Yes.

Mr. Eblackuer Uvld you trust Robreno?
Mr. Espinosa. When L1t comes to sometning I nad to do

Mr. Zlackmer. You think he would not have told Fidel
about Rolando's working witn the CIA?

r. Espinosa. He was very loyal to Cubela.

:s.
(84

‘lackmer. Where were his loyalties with respect to

Castro?
Mr. Espinosa. Ho, he is not by nature a very loyal
person or very legal person, but Cubela was like nis herc.

X
{

ir. Blackmer. Are you familiar with zn individuzl nzamed

[£]

Mr. Zspinosa. iic.

Mr. blackaer. or. Crlando Boscn?

Mr. Espinosa. 0.

y P

Mr. Blackmer. Had you heard that ne might have been

coperating in this country auring 1963 and had you heard anything

about any of nis activities in this country at that time?

dr. Zspinosa. io.

“r. Clackmer. Did you xnow an indivicual named Julioc 7~

Loco in Havana?

ALDERSON REPCRTING COMPANY, INC,
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1 Lr. L3plnosa.

(O]

L {es

2 sr. Zlackmer., nat 1ls tne extent of your knowledze of
® i

4 “r. Lspinosa. A friend of mins was married tc a niece o

5 nhis, and I have seen Lhe Zuy three or four tim2s ina iy 1ife,

6 r. Slackmer. Was he zctive in any of the groups_in

7 ‘Havana?

8 “r. Espincsa. ot that I know of.

8 Wir. Elackmer. Do you know 1if ne was active in any of th

10 Cuban exile movements?

11 Mre. Espindsa. I heard that the guy is giving money, but

12 personally I was never involved with anything that he

13 contributed to or anything like that.

14 Mr. Blackmer. Have you ever neard of zn indivicduzl nams

'S Ricardo Morales Navarete?

16 - Mr. Espinosa. It sounds femiliar, tut I czn't see the

17 face. But it souncs fawilizar.

18 tir. Blackmer. Do you Knew wnat vou would hnave heard nin

19 in connection with?

20 dr. Espinosa. io.

21 Have you Zot = piéture of him or zaything?

2 Mr. Blackmer. lio.

23 Aould ne nhave been & hired killer, an assassin?

24 Mr. Esplncsa. Wnen you-mentionad tha name, 1t 1s aot so

25 mucn Morales, out tne first.name, 1t rings a vell, but I can’

HW 54756 DocId:32246514 Page 88
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1 ses2 it

2 cr. Uiackwer. Coulc fie nhave Leen active with you ia ths
3 anti-Zatista wmovement witn you Or with someone else?

4 ~ Mr. Espinosa. I don't know. I can't clace the guy, and
5 so if I can't glace the Zuy =---

8 Mr. EBlackmer. tHow about David Morales?

7 Hr.,Espihosa. O

8 “ir. blackmer. Honkey Morales?

8 Mr. Espinosa. iio.

10 tir. tlackmer. tHave you ever neard of an individual named
"l Antonioc Veciana?

12 "Mr. Espinosa. to.

13 . Mr. Blackmer. Are you familiar with Alhpa 667

14 Hr. Espinosa. I have heard of it.

15 fir. Slackmer. Do you have any information abcut one of
16 the founders or leaders?

17  Hr. Zspinosa HO.

18 Mr. Biackmer. Do you kncw an individual or have vou

19 heard ¢f an inadividual named Morris Zishop?

20 Mr. £spinosa. io.
21 Mr. Blackmer. ‘When you were 1n Cuba in 1§57, '5%, and

2 '59, nave you nhad zany contact with Santiagc, Cuba, or did vou

23 ever go there?

e 24 Mr. Espinosa. o,
25. ~ Mr. Blackmer. Are you familiar with a-ccrporation named

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC,
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249
T Maubay #ining Cowpany?
2 wmr. Espinosa. Lo
3 sr. Dlackumer. Unce agaln, you <icd wmeet Frank Sturgis in
4 Miawi. were you aware of [fraaxk Sturgils at all in fiavanz right
5 around the time Castro took over?
6 fr. Lspinocsa. iic.
7 Mr. clackmer. You mentioned that you are familiar with
8 Pedro LClaz Lanz. ©Did you know in 1958 he was aspgointad head
8 of the Cuban Alr Force by Castro?
10 Mr, Espinosa. Yes.
11 Mr. Blackmer. And at the same time and somewhzt later,
12 he appointed Sturgis as a director of security.for the air
13 force?
14. tr. Espinosa. I didn't know that.
15 Mr. Elackmer. You were not aware of that at 211?
16 Mr. Zspinosa. ot until just rignht now
17 sMr. Blackmer. OSturgis also hed a relaticnsnhip with soue
18 of thé cesinos in fHavane anc was freguently ssen at these
19 casinos. Do you recall, if you think back, whetiher you might
20 have seen nim?
21 Mr. Espinosa. ilo.
22 &r. Blackmer. liot whatsoever?
‘ 23 Mr. Zspinosa. io.
QJ 24 dr. Elackmer. Wwhen you were going on these various raids
25 from kays, as . we discussed, three or four raids after tne Zay
ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC
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of Plgs, <¢icd you sver come in contact witn =
vallzce Snanley?

tir. Espincsa o]

Mr. Zlackmer,

elther Imwigraticn or Custous?
Mr. Espinosa. lio.
Mr. Slackimer.

4

nmericans with Custowms or Imwigration and
Mr. csginosa. lio.
Mr. Dlacxamer. ihen you were in the Junes 15

from the attempted raid,

Thunderbird telonging to your aunt.

I understand they seized z

j}
o
=
{
ot
<
=
(@]
[
4]
—

Pid you ever come in contzct with any

Haturalization?

rs later.

torney?

Y}
23

ie would nave been with the government,

()
[}

Mr. Espinosa. Yes.

Mr. Blackmer. And you took legal action against Customs.
rir. Espinosa. o, they zot the car two yea

Mr. Glackmer You did not go througzh an at

Wir, Zspinosa. Maybe they did, I con't know.

“r. Blackmer fou don't recall that?

Mr. Espinosa do, I didn't
Mir. Blackmer. ‘When we were talking the oth
the two raids, we were talking about the June 15

whether 1t wWwas just an aborted attempt,

with a twin engine Beachcrait sirplans whare you
make tnese nomemads bomds and you were using dyn
“r. gsplnosa o, Wwe were using --
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r. Blackuwer.. THT?

ir. o Zspinosa. Ho.  We wers using naual

Mr. oclackmer. You had just run scecial wires outbt on tne
wings of the plane and you were zolng over Chere, zand dicn't
that seem XKind of fumshoe operaticon, rather z shoddy
operation”?

fir. Espinosa. I agree with you.

“lr. Blackmer. Uld you feel that someone plzaning it
never uweant it to be made?

Mr. £spinosa. ©Because the person who was sgonsoring it

was Mike, and he gave us a means to do it and ne didn't get

the right bombs and we didn't get the right tnings;

an expert in explosives or

Mr.

[}
3
c
-
3
[
(4]

ur.,
Were
Mro.
you ¢id?

elr .

hE
oir.

Blackmer.

Espinosa.

t,

tem
Rt H
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0
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Espinosa.

alfraid to ask

Elackmer.

Espinosa.

Blackmer.

[
(77}
w
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o3
O
0
40

(uy)
4
v
0
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=
[
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£?

o

he is not
in plzanes.

£

Eut you are?

Yes.

and you couldn't do any betfier than a twi
Well, we cdidn't aslk for any better and we
for a B-25 or 3=-256

On the first one, tut on the second on=

Yes, Decause ne warmed up to the idea.

You . are

talking about thea cost
fes,; it was z .10t of mcney
Guite a lct more for the E-25 than the
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1 EBeacncraft
2 r. -sginosa fou nave Lo tuy it, and it is not very
3 easy to rent a B-25, especially the ones with the right bomis
4 and tne wnhole tning.
5 Mro Zlacxmer. The plane you were going o take, the EB-25
6 at Ponchertrain, to your knowlecge, was_fullon@efafiqﬁal,_With
7 bomb bay doors?
8 Mr. Espinosa. I insisted that the bomb racks were in
9 tnere or I wasn't going to do anytning with it.
10 ‘Mr. Blackmer. To your kKnowledge, you do not Xnow where
11 this plane was going to be obtained or who was going to get
12 i¢?
13 Mr. Espinosa. Ho. I heard things zbout Arizonsz and I
14 heard they were flying the plane from Canada, and I heard that
15 the plane was going to te flown from South America, and I
16 heard 2ll of tnis.
17 I told Mike, "I don't want to near zanything; we don't
18 want to xnow; We don't want £to Know
19 Mir. Blackmer. You just told Mike to get tne plane?
20 Mr. Espinosa. Yes.
21 Mr. Blackmer. Do you assume he went tnrough Sam EBenton
22 to get the plane?
23. Mr. Espinosa. Yes.
el 24 Wir. Blackmer. That was the first time?
25 Mr. Zsplinosa. 4And wouldn't be surgrised if he weat
ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC,
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1 throuzh nim the second

2 r. Slackmer GC 2132 was zwars Of these ogersticns

3 zside from the group rcarticigating, Santoa znd ciLaney and

4 yourself?

5 Mr. Lspinosa. wWell, I imagine their wives or zirl

€ friends.and everybody in the operation.

7 Mr. Blackmer. Specifically, any Americans?

8 Yr. tspinosa. lio.

9 “r. Elackmer. Any aembers of the CI&?

10 Mr. Zspinosa. e, for Christ's sake, of course not.

1 Mr. Blackmer. But no other Americans other than Benton?
12 . Mr, Espinosa. I wouldn't say Benton. I knew #ike, and

13 if he used Benton;'l don't know.

14 Mr. Blackmer. ©Did you have a meeting in June at the hom

5 of riike Mclaney and yourself and say vou were discussing this

P

S there someone present”?

16 operation, and w

[\S}

17 Mr. Espinosa. Miguel Alvarez.

18 - Mr. LClackmer. ‘“was Benton gresant?

19 “r. Espinosa. I can't remember. I am not trying to -=
20 Mr. Elackmer. QCur files indicate that Bentoan gave the
21 story that he was Jjust there to take pictures and he was ther

K

or publicity, and after the raid wzas successful you wersa

23 zolnzg to play up the pudlicity aspect of it Was Lhere zny
24 truth “t6 that steory?
25 Mr, Espinosa. The first raid or ths sscond one?

ALDERSON REPQORTING COMPANY, INC,
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1 - #Mr. Blazckmer. The first ons.

2 ~ Hr. Esginose I wes never gwWare tney ware §o0ing Lo take
3 any pypictures.

4 Mr. BElackmer. What was nis role?

5 Mr. tspinosa. As far as I know, the first times ns was to
6§ rent the plane.

7 Mr. Blackmer. That is all?

8 Mr. Espinosa. That is all.

9 tr. bBlackmer. And when you wefe detained bty the FEI and

1

10 Customs at the site, where were you coming from and how were
1T you to meet?
12 Mr. Esplnosa. You mean over there, in that strip where

13 the Beachcraft was? I was coming from my aunt's house in that

W

14 Thunderoird, with the napalm, or whataver it was, and I w

[}

S

15 getting there to bDe with the rest. of the zuys and to take

16" over.

17 Mr. Elackmer. You were to meef{ the plane?

18 Mr. Espinosa. Yes.

19 Mr. Blackmer. . 4nd who was bringing thne olane?

20 Mr. Espinosa. Alpizar.

21 Mr. Blackmer. Do you know a person named William Pawley?
2 You never neard of William Pawley?

23 Mr. Esoinosa. An American?

24 Mr. Blackmer. Liviag in diamai, and he 1s z war hero

25 from worlad War II and. worked with the Flying Tigers and

'ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC,
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1 Ceneral Cnenault, and also nac a zusinzss in Cuba, hezd of a
o N —~ - ~ - ~ v - -~ L e o P ~ - ~
2 pus system in Cubz and tasn in Mizul, and hes was vary zotive
- an M~ PP T
3 in the anti-Castro activities.

4 Mr. Espinosa. lo.

5 “r. blackmer. YOQ never heard of nim?

6 Mr. Espinosa. lo.

7 Mr. Slackmer. I nave no further guestions.

8 “#r. Hornbeck. You mentioned the casiné industry in

9 Havana pre-1959. I telieve that you frecuented some casinos
10 and that 1s now you met Mike MclLaney; 1s that correct?

1 Mr. Espinosa. Yes.

12 Mr. Hornbeck. In addition to the Hacional, did you

13 frequent any of the other casinos?

- 1

14 Mr. Espinosa. Yes. I used to go out in th

o

evening; all
15 of the zuys. We wouldlgo Lo one and then to anotner one,

16 e3pecially because of the showgirls, really.

17 sMr. Hornbeck. During the tims that you were
18 varicus casinos, ald you come Lo «now some ¢of the c¢casino
19 owners?

20 Mr. £spinosa. I was pointed out, like I told you tne

21 other dsas for example, George Raft was there, and thsn I saw
? P ! < b

2 one guy, I think it was Wwnite or Snow. .
23 “r. Hornbeck. Larry Snow?

24 Mr. £spinosa. {es..

25 “Mr., Hornbeck. Did,you kxnow Dino Cellini?
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12
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23

‘Trafficante and

scgincsa
Mr. . Hnoradeck.
Hr. Lsginosa.
Mr. nornbeck.
vir. Esplncsa.
Nr. Hdornbeck.
Mr. Esplnosa.

there once,

there,
Mr. tiornbeck.
Mr. Espinosa.
Mr. Hornbeck.
Mr. Espinosa.
Mr. Hornbeck.

Ceing involvecd in

:‘_,
m

Espinosa.

Hornoeck.

Espinosa.

Mr. dHornbeck.
Mr. Escinosa.
Mr. Horabeck.
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cut because it was so far away I

then pernaps tell us the source of your in

and trying to do something

A0
(@)Y

Zawmora, at

v

Tnis 1is one that I never went to. [ was

never went over

Santos Trafficante?

I nave heard of nim, but I never met nim
Was ne ever pointed out to you?

Lo,

Did you ever near of Santos Trafficante

~-Castro activities?

[N

Mliaml wita any zant

Yes, I nhave heard

would you tell us
Okay. wnat I have heard is that he was
te help some people liks
overtarow Castro.

“nan you say nelping Mike --

Lo,
Do you know of a relaticnsnip between
ke rclLaney?
ALDERSON,REPORTING COMPANY, INC,
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1 Sr. Espincsa io

2 dr. Hornbteck 2lg Hike ncLansy ever mention Trafficzants
3 to you?

4 - Mr. Espinosa. [o.

5 Mr. Hornbeck. ©[id he sver mention any other American

6 zambling interests who were dcing the same kind of activity eas

7 he wWas doing with you?

8 ¥r. Zspinosa. lo.

S s Hornbéck. Other geople wno you may nave seen in
10 Cuba; Jake Lansky?

" Mr. Espinosa. fo.

12 Mr. Hornbeck. 4t the Riviera?

13 Mr.. Espinosa. I don't know his first name. and I

14 remember Lansk and I remeaber the name. On2 time in the
1

15 Kivierez someone saying "That is Meyer Lansky

18 Mr. Hornbeck. ieyer Lansky?
17 Mr. Lspinosa. VYes.
18 ' Mr. nornbecx. ©Lid you ever meet an individual in Cubdz uy

9 the name of John Hartino? Martino was later arrested by the
20 Castro government and spent several years in jail, and I

21 pelieve he was relezsed sometime around 1551.

J
22 “Mr. Espinosa. Ho.

23 Mr. Hornbeck. Guiéeppe DeGeorgea?

24 ¥r. Espinosa. lio.

25 Mr. Hornbeck. Heuben Miro?

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC,
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1 r. t£sginosa o

2 fr.ororngcecs<, iercar LHondot

3 Mr. Espinosa. we all Krow nim.

4 “Mr. Hornveck. f;L peréonally were acgualnted with nim?
5 “r. Espinosa. I met him a nuwber of times.

6 fir. nornpeck. ilorman Rothman?

7 Mr. £spinosa. I told Jonn that I saw nim a2 couple of

8 tTimes 1in Cuba, anct I saw tim a couple of times in Miami.

9 Hr. iflorateck. wWere you friendly with nim gersonally?

10 dr. tspinosa. o, I was friendly with his son, with

11 Cappy Rothman.

12 ‘Mr. tHornbeck. Wwhat relationsnip did you have with Cappy
13 Rotnman?

14 Mmr. Espinosa. Just the relationship of 2 man who goes to

5 the ver end has a few drinks, and sometimes we dated girls

6 togetnar or scmetning _

17 tir. nornbeck. [ild yvou have conversations with nis fatner
18 tiorwan?

19 “r. £spinosa. iic, never.

20 “r. Hornbecx. Did you ever see Cappy Rothiman in Mizmi?
21 Mr. Espinosa. In #Miawi; I always saw nim in Miami.

2 cir. Hornteckx., ‘Where did you sse nim?

23 Mr. Espindsa.. At tne tar that he used to have,

24 - ¥r, Horabeck. That was the Eiltmore?

25 Mr. Esplnosa. It was some hotel in Miawi Z=2ach

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC,
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.

Cappy or
Hr
Hr.

Savaradra

ir.

aornveck.

orman
Zspinocsa.
dornbteck.

and h

Zspincsa.
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Could thnat heave teen the Biltucore Terrzca?

Mr. Zsginosa. Yes

ir.ouornbeck. was that the same hotel thzt Rocerto
rernancos Mirancda was associated witn?

Mr. Eépincsa. Thiat I cdon't Know.

Mr. dornteck. Wnea ycou saw Cagpy Rothman in Yiami, <¢id
you ever discuss with him any anti-Castro activities?

®r. Zspinosa. liever,

ir. borabeck. [id he ever solicit your aid in any king
of Cuban adventure?

tMr. Espinosa. liever.

Mr. Hornbeck. ©Did he ever discuss the Castro regime;
what it has cost his father and what it nad cost him?

tMr. Espinosa. aybe ﬁe might have made & comment zbcut
that sometime or other. 3Sut it was not anv ceptn or anything
like that.

Hir. dornbeck. ©D1d you ever near of or did you ever me=at
elly cr Sem Manarino, from Pittsturgn?

Mr. Espinosa. lo.

Mr. iiorabeck. Did you ever near their names mentioned bty

Rotnhman?

Ho.

Pid you ever meet in Cuba or Hiami Heary
ad a nickname of "Kiki®?
do.

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC,
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1 wr.odorateck. Lid you Xnow 2 Aannael Canar?
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F, B
3 sounced fawiliar
4 Hr. ornteck. e nad a nickname of Macho, i-a-c-n-0.
5 Mr. csplaosa. o, I rewmember tnat much I never did
6 Hr. nmornbeck., via you sver meetg any individual in the
7 United Stéteé or 1n Europe by the name of acho?
8 Mr. Espinosa. d#Ho.
9 Mr. derntecikk. " During the time that you were in Paris,
10 ¢id you ever run across any ex-meumcers of tne 0AS?
1 Mr. Espinosa. Ho. I didn't even know the COAS existed.
12 You are talking-abouﬁ the French organization?
13 Mr. Hornbeck. Yes.
14 Mr. Esplnosa. Ho, I never did.
15 ‘ Er. forateck. Agaln, while you ware in Zurope, c¢id you

16

(4
b
ct
\}}
o]
<

Soldier of Fortune people who were fighting or zoing
17 to fignt in the Congzo?
18- Mr. Espinosa. lo. The only gecple I nave w“nown €0 o0

19 the Congo with tne Cubans thet went with the CIL.

20 “ir. Hornbeck. wWere thcse people that you knew in Cubnz?
21 dMr. Espinosa. That I knsw in Cuba or that I knew from

2 the invasion or from ravolutionary activities in Miami. They

23 are tne only pgeople that have ezn ian tne Conge that I ever

e 24 qet.

25

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC,
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T that you
2 mr
3 you to t

7 5 o
8 sure.

9 “r.
10 Mro,
11 met the

12 Mr
13
14 M.
15
18 e
17 Hr.

18 Cu

4]

19 i
20 M
21 met him.
S,
23 Mr.

24

25 fr

DocId:32246514 Page 102

. Espinosa.

ell

Horndeck.

qornoeck.
Espinosa.
uy.

Hornbeck.
Espinosa.
Hornbeck.

~
=

e

Prio

Hornbeck .

Hornbeck.
Espinosa.
norntceck.

Zspinosa.

T Vel OTMACST O VAL

L Krow Tegcy wnltencuse, btut I would liie
e is.

e is a pilect.

He 1s & pilot?

Yes

I know the name and I know ths guy for

fle was very friendly with horman %othmaﬁ?
I can't even picture the guy, but I Xnow

Did you, in Cubaz, meet 2 Joseph #Herola?

Ho.

Did you Kncw s

The old wan or the son?
Cid you know the family?

Jorge Alconso Pujol?

I know tane old man was vice gresident of

time,
Did you know his son, Jor
Ho. I have neard of hiin

Juan Kestoy, Cesar Restoy
Again I think the name te
Jose Aleman?

I met nim once.
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fiajor Paez. I wesnt Lo thne

Fountainbleau and we stayed in one notel owned by Jose Aleman

anc ne
. nornbeck.,
Hr. Espilnosa.
Mr. rlornbeck.
between Cuba and ¢t
Mr. tspinosa.
Miami another time
finally took off.

Mr. #dornbecxk.

ned a nicxkxnauw

and I only met hiw once,

Can you tell us agproximately what year
It wes 1555, March of 165¢
Wwere you traveling during the 1655 year

he United States?

Yes. I went to Miami then and I went to

and Lwo times .or three times before I

Are tnese all plezsure tripcs or was there

some tusiness?

Mr. cspinosa. Just pleasure trips.

vir, Horntceck. Di¢ you ®now Jrlando Boscn?

Mr. E3pinosa. ilio.

Mr. Hornoeck. Have you ever heard of Orlando Eosch?

tir. £sginosa. I3 nhe related to . Pippin Eosca?

Mr. dornteck. Plppln Bosch was president of Bicardi
Rpms.

Mr. cspinosa. There was 2 Zoscn waen the whole thning
Started with the invasion and the training c¢f the Cubaas,

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC,
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altnougn ne was under the auspices of tne CIA, ha was suznossad
Lo T2 rfighting for & group callsad “Tae Front,” znc The Front
ware five Cifferent gpeople, reprasenting five differsnt
organizations, wWio were united in order to get esnouzh people
to ¢o 1t, and Eosch was one of then.

qr. Hornbeck. Thnis is tne Pippin Bosch?

Mr. Espinosa. He is not the one that you are talking
about.

“ir. tHornbeck. Luls Pasaco?

“r. Espinosa. lio.

Mr. Hornbeck. Luls Balbusna?

Mr. Esplnosa. lo.

Mr. Hornpeck. Dominick Bartone?

Mr. Espinosa. o,

Mr. Hornbeck. Tine record will reflect that the switness
is shaking his h=2zd negatively fof all of thls

r. E£spinosa. Yes

¥Mr. Hornteck. Raphneel Garciaz Songo?

ir. Espincsa:. Yes

Mr. Hornbeck. iow dic you know-nim and when did you
first wmeet nilm and what was your relaticnship?

Mr. Espinosa. There are two drothers; that is Raphael
.and there 1is Jorta.

I used to nave 2 girl friend when I was very youanz in
Cuba and ner cousin.wes the girl frisnd of Jorta. Jorta nad =z

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC,
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1 very Lad Cerman snepgnerd he wanted to et rid of, znd n= Za
2 it to we, and I said, "Ckay, I will take it. Ana I onasd oth
3 cog for wmany years, znd that was the axtent of v friencsnai
4 with nim. 'Through tim I wmet his trother, Razhael, who used
5 be 2 lawyer in Cuba bon Santos Trafficante.

6 vir . Hornveck. Is this just common knowledge, or cid vy
7 know this personally?

8 Mr. Espinosa. It was common knowledge. I think he is
9 coing some time ia jall right now.

10 Mr. Hornbeck. iie is doing time in Spain now?

1 Mr. EZspinocsa. Yes, for passing false dollars.

12 Mr. Hornbeck. Counterfeit money?

13 Mr. Espinosa. Yes.

14 Mr. Hornbeck when did you hear that information?

15 Mr. cspinosa. Hany years agoe; five or six ysars ago,
16 maybe wmore

17 tir. dornbecx. Can you tell us how you hsard the

8 information and any details you may have heard?

19 “r. tspinosa. I can't recall who told me thne story.
20 this was at the beginning when I went to Spain.

21 Mr. tornbecx. Which would have been approximately whe
2 Mr. Esgincsa. That would te 1972.

23 Mr. Horanbeck. And you heard the story tnen?

2. Mr, £spinosa. That Raghael flad Desn Laere and taat ne
25 nhad ten or fifteen thousand’dollars in ons hundred dollar

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC,
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1 notes and ne was gassing them for two or Lnree dzys and thsn
2 they 0t him and then ne got 2 Lunch of ysars 'in Jail

3 vr.otiorabeck. Lid you nhigar whetner or anct Trafficants
4 hac ever tried to help nim in Sgain?

5 Mr. Espinosa. Ho, tut I heard that he hzd something to
8 do with Trafficante

7 vir. dornbeck. That the counterfeiting nad somethinz to
8 do witn Trafficante?

8 “r.- BEspinosa. This is what I neard, Lut you Kknow how

10 people talk to me. It is not very cdifficult to figure out if
11 Rephael was Trarfficante's lawyer in Cuba; now he gets caugnht
12 in Spain with counterfeit money. There is a likely

13 possibility of the money came from the guy and this is what

14 people are speculating zbout, or told me at the time.

15 Mr. tHornbeck. ‘%hen Trafficanié was 1in Cuba, he was

18 arrested sometime in mid-153S, and <did you ever hesar that?
17 “r. Espinosa. lo.

18 br. Hornbeck. Did you eaver hear that ¥ike Mclaney was
19 arrested in Cuba?

20 Mr. Espinosa. Yes.

21 Mr. nornveck. Can you_tell us what you heard and frem
22 whaat source?

23 Mr. Zspinosa. All I know 1s that he was living in the

= 24 country ana he was Zoling back to Miawmi and he was livin

25 tney Cook nim and thay pubt nim in jail for two or three cdavs
_ P J ;
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1 Mr. roraceck.
2 “r. Zsglincsa
3 “r. tHornbeck.
4 with you?

5 “r Espinoéa.
6 Mr. Hornoeck.
7 ‘ ¥r. cspinosa.

8 things don't really

Ei Mr. Hornbeck.
10 Mr. Espinosa.

O
(@)

Z1ld Milke ever ccontzact you?
e

Uld ne esver discuss now ne zZot

[43]
"3
~
- (D
n
cr
1]
-

I am sure that I have heard the story, but

register after some years.

Dicd you know bdarcos Perez Jiminez?

I never umet the zuy, although I know he

11 used to live very close to Mike's nhouse in Pine Tree Drive in

12 Mizmi Beach; two or
13 Mr. Hornbeck.
14 ' Mr. Espinosa.
15 Mr. Hornbeck.

16 involved in any kind of Cuban

17 “r. Espinossa.
18 M. Hornheck;
19 “r. Esplinosa.
20 Mr. Hornbeck.
21 Mr. Espinosa.
2 Mr. Hornbeck.
23 dir. Espinosa.
24 Mr.. Hdornbeck.

25 circumstances?

HW 54756 DocId:32246514

three houses away [from Mike,.

Did you ever have a chance to meet him?
do.

cid you ever near wnhether or not nhe was

activities?

Martinez?

Jorge Soto

Vidal?

Mizuel: Juarez?

Yes, I Know nim.
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1 Hr. Es

plnosa. He used Lo Ce eltner the manager or tns
2 gwner of thne 21 Club in mavana, and n2 was always mixing witi
]
3 tig yeople somencw
4 Mr. Hornveck. Did ne have any relationsnip with any of
5 the American gamoling intarests, if you xnow?
6 Mr. Zspinosa. I am sure ne aid.
7 Mr. Hornbeck. Anyone you ever saw nim with?
8 Mr. Espinosa. o, but he was zlways hanging around witn
9 these people
10 Mr. tHornbeck. Eugenio Leal Pozo?
1 Mr. Espinosa.’ Ho.
12 Mr. Hornbeck. Joe Rogers or Joe Stassi?
13 “Mr. Espinosa. lo.
14 Mr. Hornbeck. Sam Mannarino?
5 Mr . Espinosa. lo.
16 Mr. Hornbeck. EZenito Fernandszz?
17 Mr. Zspinosa. lo.
18 Mr. Hornbeck. Did you ever go to thne Commoddre at
19 Doville?
20 Mr. Espinocsa. taybe once or twice in my life.
21 Mr. dornbeck. At some point you or scmeone nad mentioned
22 that Fidel had 2 wistress at tune Hacional.
23 vMr. Espinosa. Yes.
24 Mr. Hornbeck. What can you tell us .atout her, who she

25 wWzs, and when ne used to visit ner and whan you szaw Lnem

13
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10

1

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

23

24

25

there,

s, ZsScinocsa
sSaw ner a couples of
in color, and she ws

Nave Deen April or iay of 1§33

outsice waiting for

she was and I

Mr. Hornbeck.
the name of Ma
“r. Espinosa.

Mr. dornbeck.
Mr. EspinoSa?
Mr. Hornboeck.
Mr. £spinosa.
vir. onornteck.

Lestimony toaay seel

I can’'tv tell you who she was, fecauss I
times She was a colored girl, very light
S tnere, and on two oaccsions, it mignt

, I saw Figel Castro in the car
ner, ne and a2 chauflfeur: I don't kncw who

can't remewmter

Did you

gver

rita Lorenz?

file or an FEI file, do you know?

Mr. Espinosa.

assume mayoe 1t was

for about half an nour,

Chere were wany thnings that I

Mr. bBlackmer.
Mr. EZspinosa.
names,

SO on.

iiee

ner nase or. anything.

t or hear of 2 woman Ly

o

Did you Know or ever meet Larry DeldJosegh?
1O .

That name is not familiar to you?

lo.

when you nad dlscussed earlier in your

ng & file, were you referring to a CIA

I don't know if it was CI& cor rEI I

a Custows file. But I looked tarougn it

Aere

L
N

and the whcle thing,

don'tg
thers code
It was z11

and the

and 1t was very well

cdocumented and

remember tnat ther

are

1%

names in i
straignt

nicknames

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC,
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10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

24

25

. ¥ 54756 DocId:32246514

23

KRR

il
cersonzgl
and then

contacts

oasicelly with o

but he was cetainly taking her out.

Knew,

1oraceck.
lire, bui
fer a few
there, did
ae

Mr. Lspinosa.
Mr. Hornbeck.
Mr. Espinocsa.
- Lily Gowdy, and I

older thaen me knew more,

W
ar .

Tropicana casino by

Smith?

Mr .

‘Mr. Blackmer.

dornbeck.

Espinosa.

“r. Blackmer.

the

nti-Castro Cutan

cut I was a kid at the time,

and I

I think

am

I dea't want to dwell on Fidel Ca
auring the gariod that you. wers in
years after tnst when you may

he have a nuaber of wmistreses or
wouman?

"0, he slwzys ahc a nuﬁber cf the

Were they fzirly well kXnown?

I guess scme of them were. There

this 1is

sure

W

i

Did you know a person who worked at

the name of Lewils McWillie?

~

tO .

Dicd you kKnow

.
o
ot .

Did vou know Sergio Acacia

i

YN ORN

a forces in i
M. ESpinoSau Ho..
Mr. Blackmer., Or any of the
in dew Orlsans?

Fage 110

ST Tem OTODORT O

lew QOrleans?
parti
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don't know 1f hie was screwing her or nact,

pe
L

the

tha pecple
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o
1 “r. Espinosa. I <cidn't know there was z2n znti-Castro
2 force in iiew Crl=ans
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